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Mr. WRIGHT said he did not; for he had 
strong hopes that proposition would not prevail, 
although the Senate had, for the present, decided 
in its favor. 

Mr. CALHOUN agreed that if the House had 
been unanimous in its adoption of this ratio, he 
would feel unwilling to disturb it. But he did not 
find that even those who voted for it were entirely 
satisfied with their voie. From the parliamentary 
rule of beginning with the highest number, and 
coming down till some ratio received a majority of 
votes, many had been deprived of a choice. He 
believed the Senate would be acting with satisfac- 
tion to the House, in affording those who did vote 
under such disadvantages, for this ratio, an oppor- 
tunity of reconsidering their vote. 

Mr. RIVES had seen, with regret, during this 
discuseion, a disposition to believe that an antago- 
nist interest could exist between the Senate and 
the House of Representatives. If he was influenced 
by any motives of jealousy towards the House, 
there was no mode he could conceive more condu- 
cive to paralyze the popular branch of Congress 
than by voting to increase its number to that ex- 
tent best calculated to render it an unwieldy and 
inefficient body. On this subject, the Senate did 
not stand in an aniagonist position, but in one ot 
the most friendly disposition.. He had not a doubt 
that the House would receive the amendment of 
the Senate as a friendly proposition. He wished 
to make the other Huuse what the Consti‘ution in- 
tended to make it—the representation of the popu- 
lar will. The simple question was, whether a large 
or small number would constitute the efficiency 
and usefulness of the popular branch. In the lan- 
guage of Mr. Madison, the effect of increasing 
the number may be to give it, in countenance, the 
features of a Democratic body, but to give it, in 
reality, the heart of an oligarchy. Give them, (to 
use the language of Mr. Madison,) a sufficient 
number to make them feel their consequence and 
authorily in the Government; give them a s=fii- 
cient number to reflect the popular voice—a num- 
ber sufficient to accomplish their duties—and you 
do that which the Constitution requires. 


Whatever evils had grown up with respect to 
the transaction of business in the other House, ex- 
perience had shown, resulted from the increase of 
the number of Representatives; and the only remedy 
was, to revert back ‘o the number which existed 
before the last increase, and before these disorders 
began. 


He next adverted to the opinions of Mr. Madi- 
son, as to the utmost limit to which the represent: 
ative branch should be extended. He conceived 
the Senator trom Missouri had been greaily mis- 
taken in his idea that Mr. Madison was in favor of 
the number being five hundred. The Senator was 
equally mistaken in the deductions he had drawn 
from the steps taken by Napoleoa Bonaparte to 
reach imperial power, by obtaining an influence 
overthe Council of Ancients. ‘That council was 
not a popular body—the members of it had no con- 
stituents. He must be a visionary who can ima- 
gine that, in this country, 242 members of the other 
House, and 52 Senators in this body, standing in 
their conspicuous position, with such an immense 
constituency at their backs, to whom they are ac- 
countable for every action and word, can be cor- 
rupted, or can be induced, by any Bonaparte or 
Cromwell, to betray their trast. Sechthinasas had 
occurred in other countries, under circumstances 
that never can ocenr in this country, may be food 
for the speculations of visionaries, but are not eal- 
culated to produce anv effect on persons who have 
a correct conception of our institutions and popu- 
lar frame of Guverament. 

He denied the existence of the analogy supposed 
by some gentlemen between the House of Com- 
mons and the House of Representatives. The system 
of legislation in Eogland was essentially different 
from that of this country. Almost all the acts 
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growing out of the duties ef Government there, 
originate with the ministry; and the legislative 
branches have but to give their assent, or deny it. 
It is only on great occasions that the political 
actors in the game are called up by the ministry 
to vote. Hence it was that Burke said the House 
of Commons was no constituent part of the Gov- 
ernment, but a mere jury, called out for special 
occasions; which duty being performed, the magis- 
trate sank into the citizen, and the members of 
that body fell back into the mass of the people. 
Such, according to Burke’s opinion, was the only 
legitimate function of the House of Commons. He 
next showed the standing of the Chamber of Dep- 
uties in France; and asked, could any Senator of 
this country contend, with propriety, that there was 
any real analogy between the representative body 
of France or ot England, and the representative 
body of this country? 

While giving a more democratic countenance 
to the popular branch, it was for the reason that 
danger existed of giving it an oligarchical tendency, 
that he was opposed to extending the number of 
Representatives. But there was a limit ef reduc- 
tion which could be reached, ard at which, with 
propriety, a pause should be made. That could be 
ascertained by a reference to the number which 
the experience of this Government had shown to 
be most satisfactory. That, he had no doubt, was 
the number before the last apportionment, which 
did not exceed 212. He could hardly trust him- 
self to speak of the dissatisfaction which had been 
expressed and felt with regard to the disorders that 
have grown outof the last increase of the number 
of the House of Representatives. At the close of 
the contests in the popular branch in 1837, he 
had heard from one of the greatest patriots of the 
country, John Rowan, an empbatic expression of 
his despair at witnessing the tendency of the effects 
of that increase of number. 

Gentlemen had talked of the turbulence and ex- 
citements in the House of Representatives being 
but the reflection of popular turbulence and excite- 
ments among the people. This he denied. He 
insisted that all the excitements of the country had 
originated among the Representatives of the peo- 
ple, not among the people themselves; for, in the 
midst of their excitements, there was not a mem- 
ber of Congress who would not admit that when he 
went home among his constituents, he found them 
peaceful, industrieus, and indisposed to be drawn 
into a participation in such excilements. 


He wished to see the number of Representatives 
reduced to that standard which best qualified the 
House to perform the duties of its high mission. 
He wanted to put an end to that sad, that disheart- 
ening distrust, which is growing up in the public 
mind of the American people, as to the permanency 
of their institutions. It is not physical power that is 
wanted in legislation; it is intellectual and moral 
power. He did not wish to see that requisite moral 
and intellectual power controlled by brute force. 
On this subject, as on all others, he thought there 
was a safe medinm between extremes. He was 


’ sure safety would be found in a medium, neither 


too high nor too low. That medium he conceived 
was about 200. 


In reference to the illustration brought forward 
yesterday by the Senator from New Hampshire, 
that the experience of Massachuset!s was in favor 
of a very large representative body, he would ad- 
vert to the fact that the necessary redaction of that 
hody to i's present number was an_ evidence 
agains! the iffestration. He queted a passege from 
seme work treating of that sudj-ect, showing that 
the opinion of the Svate was in favor of 20 in pre!- 
erence ‘o a larger number. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed, that he rose to make 
a short explanation with regard to the remarks of 
the Senator from Virginia, in reference to his argu- 
ment based on the experience of the Legislature of 
Massachusetts. He had buta word to say with 
regard to the reduction of the number of Repre- 
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sentatives in that State: it was a necessary con- 
sequence of the partition of her territory, and not 
because the large number of Representatives had 
proved unwieldy or inefficient. But he could 
instance the experience of other States: in the 
small State of New Hampshire there were 240 
members, and no inconvenience in legislation was 
experienced from that number. 

He referred to Mr. Madison’s opinions, to show 
that it was an essential principle of his doctrine, 
that the increase of representation ought to be pro- 
portionate with the increase of the constituent 
body. If the proportionate increase recognised in 
Mr. Madison’s time had been carried out ever 
since, there would be a very large number of Rep- 
resentativesnow. For instance, in 1790 there were 
65 members apportioned for the House of Repre- 
sentatives. That number, in proportion to the 
then population, would give 306 in proportion tothe 
present population. The apportionment of 100 
members in 1792, in like proportion, wonld give 
482 for 1842. This was with a ratio of 33 000; 
but if it had been according the Constitution— 
30,000—the number in 1792 would have been 110, 
which, by the same rale of proportion, would give, 
for 1842, 530 memb rs. _ But, instead of such a 
rapid rate of increase, the House now only asks 
for 306. 

Mr. RIVES was very glad the Senator from New 
Hampshire had called his attention to Mr. Madi- 
son’s opinions. He would read a passage from 
Mr. Madison’s works, to show that he was in favor 
of a maximum of 200. Mr. R. here read a long 
passage from the work to which he referred. 

Mr. CUTHBERT observed that he believed it 
was more important that a larger number should 
be adopted than ene smaller than that of which the 
House was now composed. But if he was to have 
his choice, he would prefer 64,000, because it was 
a ratio which would give 242 members—the same 
as the number of the present Huse. 


He believed, upon the question between the 
larger and the smaller number, it would be more 
prudent to take the Jarger,—though, if the House 
could be brought to consent that their number 
should remain the same as it had been for the last 
ten years (which would require a ratio of, he be- 
lieved, 64,000) it would, in his opinion, be the 
most proper number that could be chosen. If this 
debate should proceed, he would hereafter take oc- 
casicn to express, in as brief a manner as possible, 
the opinions which he entertained upon the subject. 
He would, at present, content himself with ob- 
serving that, with regard to the legislative bodies 
in Engiand—between which and those of this coun- 
try Senators had instituted a comparison—the rep- 
resentative body in that country is now in a state 
of transit: that body, under the operation of what 
is called the “Reform Bill,” was undergoing a 
great change in its character and in its mode of 
proceedings. What it had been, it is no!; and what 
it is, it would not be long. A revolution much 
greater was still to take place. If it had for 
another century been in operation as now consti- 
tuted, it would have offered an example to be 
followed or avoided. He would reserve what he 
had to say until a feture period. 


Mr. BUCHANAN had waited for some time to 
see whether any other gentleman would express an 
opinion on what he considered a new doctrine. He 
understood the Senator from New York to say that 
the Senate ought to be influenced by the decision of 
the House in favor of a ratio most consorant iu its 
own wishes. Now he held that the Senate was con- 
stitutionally bound to act for itse!f; and that it was 
not to look to the judgment of the House for any 
ix flzence as to its own action. ‘ 


Mr. WRIGHT interposed, and explained that 


what he meant was, that so great a difference as 
106 members weuld render it impracticable to in- 
finence the House, by a dzeision of the Senate, to 
recede from its own proposition; and that it was 
his own individual opinion there was some weight 
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due to the expression of preference by the House 
in this matter. 

Mr. BUCHANAN continued. Under the Con- 
stitution, the Senate has equal duties with the House, 
and is bound to fulfil them. He had a very high 
respect {or the House collectively and individually. 
Bat in a case where a great difference exists, such 
as that anticipated by the Senator from New York, 
he thought the Senate ought to act upon the prin- 
ciple of this Government, to accommodate dil- 
ferences by compromise. He would, therefore, 
prejer that a conference should decide between the 
highest number approved by the Senate, and the 
lowest approved by the House. 

Mr. B. here entered into a review of the argu- 
ments in favorof an increased number of mem- 
bers, and pointed out what struck him as great 
fallacies in these arguments. 

He had merely risen to express his opinion in 
regard to doctrines which he conceived not war- 
ranted by the Constitution, and likely to lead the 
public mind astray, because they emanated from 
a source eminently entitled to great respect. 

Mr. WRIGHT had merely stated the motives 
which were calculated to influence his own person- 
alaction. He had no intention of laying down any 
doctrine or rule of action for the Senate. 

Mr. ALLEN observed, that aithough this was 
not to be a permanent Jaw, as already stated by the 
Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Benron,] yet it was 
to be decisive for ten years. He would repeat 
what he had said before—that there was a _ rivalry 
between the Senate and the House. The design of 
the organization of the Senate was, to make it a 
check on the action of the House. What could be 
more conclusive of the rivalry than this design ? 
But he would go further: he would say that there 
was a competition for popular favor between the 
Senate and the Houre of Representatives; and in 
this competition were the essential principles of ri- 
valry. 

He utterly denied the assumption that turbu- 
lence and incapacity for business characterized the 
present House of Representatives. But even if 
such were the fact, fur the Senate to take upon it- 
self to pronounce judgment on that House, and to 
propose a corrective, by reduction of its members, 
against its own expressed will, was an assumption 
ot control, on the part of the Senate, which would 
lead to consequences of the most dangerous kind. 
If there really is violence in the National Legisla- 
ture, it is because violence has been excited among 
the people themselves; and that violence comes to 
Congress, reflected through the Representatives of 
the people. He was utterly opposed to any celd- 
blooded propositions of despotism. There were 
but three great representative Governments now in 
the world—Great Britain, France, and the United 
States. And of these three, power was concen- 
trated in fewer hands in this republic than in those 
two monarchies. In France, the powers of Gov- 
ernment were in the hands of upwards of one 
thousand men. In Great Britain, it was the same. 
Here the whole power of Government is concen- 
trated in sixty-two hands—those of the Executive, 
Judiciary, and Senate. The House had asright to 
complain. 

Mr. A. continued. He said he would rather trust 
& mass representation, than that the House shou!d 
be reduced to 200. Sir, in a multitude of counsel- 
iors there is wisdom. Afier the citations from his- 
tory by the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Benton, ] 
as to the effect produced in France by the reduc- 
tion of the legislative body by Napoleon, they 
should be careful how they cut down. He liked 
to see a numerous representative body. There was 
something awfully sublime in the spectacle of 
a congregated mass of representatives. There 
\ras nothing more impressive, or better calculated 
io elevate the ideas of man with regard to the na- 
ture of public liberty. As to the complaints about 
the turbuleney of masses, and occasional outbreaks 
of passion, he would only say that we must put up 
with these freaks of passion in the House and the 
people. We must take the great good, liberty, 
with the littl evil, instead of great evil 
with little good, which would be the converse of 
the state of things complained of. He viewed the 
Senate as standing before the country as a rival for 
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power with the House; and he was disposed to take | 
the side of the House, because it was the body 
which may be said, emphatically, to represent the 
people. He was no friend to violence, but he had 
never feared the effect of occasional outbreak of 
passion with the people; they soon calmed, and 
settled down again, and assumed the character 
which belonged to ruth. These temporary out- 
breaks of passion are the guaranties of public libers 
ty. He liked to see the nation animaied—it keep- 
the eyes of men fixed on their rights 

The question being first on the motion 
Presvon to fill the blank in the bill with 92 
a ratio, 

Mr. WALKER demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and the question being put, 
resulted in the negative—yeas 10, nays 36, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Mesais. Archer, Bayard, 
Mangum, Preston, S:urgeon, Vallmadge, and White—10. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Bates, Benton, Berrien 
Buchanan, Choate, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Ful- 
ton, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, King, Linn, Me- 
Roberts, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Rives, Sevier, 
Simmons, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, 
Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and 
Young—36 

The question was then taken on the proposition 
of Mr. Srvier to fill the blank with 77,000; which 
was determined in the negative, on yeas and nays, 
as follows: Yeas 12, nays 34: 

YEAS—Messare. Archer, Bayard, Calhoun, Clayton, Evans, 
Fulton, Mangum, Preston, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, and 
White— 12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Bates, Benton, Berrien, Bu- 
chanan, Choate, Conrad, Crafts, Criitenden, Cuthbert, Gra- 
ham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Rives, Simmons, Suit of 
Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tappan, Walker, Wil- 
cox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—31. 

The question was then taken on the proposition 
of Mr. Wuire to fill the blank with 76,000; 
which was disagreed to, without a count. 

The question was then taken on the proposition 
of Mr. Baacsy to fill the blank with 75,000; 
which was determined in the hegative on yeas and 
nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. 


of Mr. 
000 for 


Calhoun, Clayton, Evans, 


Archer, Rayard, Berrien, Calhoun, Clay- 


ton, Conrad, Evans, Fulton, Graham, King, Mangus, Preston, 
Sevier, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, and White—16 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Bates, Benton, Buchanan, 


Choate, Crafts, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Henderson, Huntington, 
Kerr, Linn, McRoberts, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, 
Rives, Simmons, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, 
Sprague, Tappan, Waiker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—30 

The question was then taken on the proposition 
of Mr. Bayarp to fill the blank with 74,607; 
which was determined in the negative on yeas and 
nays as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bayard, Berrien, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clayton, Conrad, Evans, Fulton, Graham, King, Linn, 


McRoberts, Mangum, Merrick, Preston, Rives, Sevier Sturgeon, 
Talimadce, and White—21 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Bates. Benton, Choate, 


Cratis, Crittenden, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Miller, More- 
head, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of In 
diana, Sprague, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Wood 
bury, Wright, and Young—24 

The question was then taken on the proposition 
of Mr. Fouron to fill the blank with 74,391; 
which was determined in the negative, by yeas 
and nays, as follows—yeas 22, nays 23 : 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bayard, Berrien, Buchanan, Cal 
houn, Clayton, Evans, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, Me- 
Roberts, Mangum, Merrick, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Sturgeon 
Tallmadge, Walker, and White—22. 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Bates, Benton, Choate, Con- 


rad, Crafts, Crittenden, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Miller, 
Morehead, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Connecticut, Smith 
of Indiana, Sprague, Tappan, Wilcox, Williams, Wood- 


bury, Wright, and Young—2). 

The question was then teken on the proposition . 
of Mr. Merrick, to fill the blank with 72,25: 
which was disagreed to, by yeas 22, nays 24, as 
follows: 

¥ EAS—Messrs. Archer, Bayard, Berrien, 
houn, Clayton, Crafts, Cuthbert, Evans, Fulto: 
derson, King, McRoberts, Mangum, Merric k, 
Sevier, Tallmadge, Walker, and White—22 


Buchanan, Cal 
, Graham, Hen- 
"Dresinn Rives 


* NAYS—Measis Allen, Barre rw, Bates, Benton, Choate, Con 
rad, Crittenden, Huntington, Kerr, Linn, Miller, Morehead, 
Porter, Simmons, Smith of Connecticut, Smith f Indiana, 


Sprague, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Wright, and Young—24. 


Mr. BARROW proposed to fill the blank with 
71,257, and on that proposition demanded the yeas 
and nays, which were ordered; and the question 
being put, the proposition was passed in the af- 
firmative—yeas 25, nays 21, as follows: 


Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
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YEAS—Messrs. Archer, bemvew, Bayard, Denies, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Cuthbert, Evans, Fulton, 
Graham, Henderson, Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, Merrick, 





Preston, Rives, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Walker, and 
White—25. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bates, Benton, Choate, Crittenden, 


Huntington, Kerr, King, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Simmons, 
Smith of Connecticut, Sinith of Indiana, Sprague, Tappan, 
Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—21. 


Mr. MOREHEAD expressed a wish that the 
Senate would go into executive session, for the 
purpose merely of referring a treaty which was on 
the table. 

Objection was made by Mr. WALKER, who 
said that he had objected to the ratio fixed by the 
House of Representatives, because it left a frac- 
tion so great that only 406 additional would have 
entitled his State to another Representative. The 
ratio just adopted he found o perate d equally oppres- 
sive on a free State. The State of New Hamp- 
shire has such a large fraction under il, that, by the 
addition of 106, she would be entitled to another 
Representative. By adopting a ratio of 71,143, 
ihat State would get another. He had been in- 
duced to vote against the ratio of the House, asa 
matter of justice to the State of Mississippi. The 
same sense of justice demanded that he should vote 
against this ratio, which operated so oppressively 
on New Hampshire. He therefore moved to re- 
consider the yote by which it was adopted. 

The question was put, and agreed to, 

The question recurring on the motion of Mr. 
Barrow to fill the blank wih 71,257, who with- 
drew the motion at the sugges'ion of 

Mr. WALKER, who now rsropesed to fill the 
blank with 71,143. 

Messrs EVANS and LINN said this number 
wonld operate equaliy oppressive on the State of 
Michigan, by leaving that Siate a very large frac- 
tion—70,755. Therefore, to avoid that, the Sen- 
ate would have to adopt a still lower ratio. 

Mr. MOREHEAD renewed his motion to go 
into executive session. 

The CHAIR said that motion was not in order, 
pending the question before the Senate. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, for the purpose of admit- 
ting the motion, moved to lay the apportionment 
bill on the table. 

fr. WALKER demanded ihe ycas and nays, 
which were crdered; and the question being put, 
the motion was agreed to, by yeas 25, nays 22. 

Mr.CALHOUN moved that the Senate adjourn; 
but 

Mr. KERR moved that when the Senate adjourn, 
it adjourn till Monday next. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that it was seldom in- 
deed that he made a call for the yeas and nays; but, 
considering the position in which his State was 
placed by the celay #f action on the apportionment 
bill, he was compelled to demand the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the question 

eing put, it was carried in the affirmative by yeas 

27, nays 17. 

On motion of Mr. MOREHEAD, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness, end, afier a few minutes spent therein, ad- 
journed till Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, May 27, 1842. 

Mr. MARSHALL of Maine presented the peti- 
tion of H. A. Ladd, and fifty-eight others, citizens 
of the town of Windscr, Maine, for the establish- 
ment of a mail-route from Belfast to Augusta, in 
said State. 

Mr. PENDLETON, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a bill to establish new 
additional military posts; and it was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. The bill 
was understood to make provision for the estab- 
lishment of a military post at the mouth of the 
Columbia river, in the Oregon Territory; also, for 
the establishment of a chain of military posts from 
Council Bluffs to the Pacific ocean. 

Mr. PENDLETON moved that the bill, and the 
accompanying report, be printed; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. STANLY said he was instructed by the 
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Committee on Military Affairs to move the print- | 
ing of 5,000 extra copies. 

‘Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected to the printing 
of an increased number of the report; and, alter 
a few words from several gentlemen, the motion 
was passed over. 

At a subsequent period of the day, however, he 
withdrew his objection, and the extra number was 
ordered. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he was instructed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to ask per- 
mission to sit during the sitting of the House. 
He believed some part of this day would be de- 
voted to private business, and probably some suc- 
ceeding days of this and the next week also; and 
the committee desi:ed —— to devote them- 
selves to the basiness of the committee on those 
days. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to amend the mo- 
tion, 0 as to extend permission to the committee on 
the affairs of the District of Columbia to sit during 
the sitting of the House to-morrow. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means if he intended 
the army bill to pass over to-day. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he did, so far as he was 
concerned. 

The permission then asked for was given to the 
commiltees. 

Mr. COWEN called for the orders of the day— 
the private calendar; which he had done previous 
ly durieg the progress of the preceding business. 

Mr. BARNARD rose and asked leave to call 
up a motion for the printing cf an extra number 
of the report of the commissioners, conveying the 
result of their investigation of the affairs of the 
New York custom-house. This motion was some 
time since under discussion, and had been passed 
over without being disposed of; and he now desired 
it to be calied up and acted upon, because it in- 
volved, among other things, the judiciary of the 
United States of the city of New York. 

After a few words from Mr. CAVE JOHN- 
SON, Mr. A. V. BROWN, and others, 

Mr. McKAY objected to the motion; and it was 
then withdrawn. 

Mr. MERIWETHER inquired whether there 
was not some unfinished business on the table—a 
motion for the reconsideration of a vote, by which 
certain bills which he had reported were commit- 
ied to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. COWEN again earnestly called for the or- 
ders of the day. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Meriwetuer] that ihe gentieman 
{Mr. Cusnine] wo moved the reconsideration of 
ihe vote alluded to, was not in his seat. 

Mr. MERIWE THER replied that that was 
true; but the committee weuld be gratified to have 
it disposed of. 

Mr. COWEN hoped further time would not be 
consumed, which was due to the private caiendar. 

Mr. MERIWETHER moved to lay the question 
of reconsideration on the table. 

Mr. BOWNE submitted to the gentleman from 
Georgia whether it was exactly fair to press it now, 
in the absence of the mover, 

Mr. MERIWETHER said the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Cushina] had made his speech 
on submitting his motion, and therefore was not 
entitled to another speech; and he (Mr. Menrt- 
WETHER) knew not, under these circumstances, 
why this motion should be hung up, because the 

gentleman from Massachusetts was absent. 

Several gentlemen inquired what the question 
was before the House? and they were infermed 
that, when committees were called for reports on 
Wednesday, Mr. Meriweruer, from the Com- 
mittee on Public Expenditures, among other bills, 
rep wrted a bill for the better regulation cf the navy, 
to repeal the act of March 3, 1837, providing for 
the more equal distribvtion of the navy persion 
fand, and to reduce the navy to a peace establish- 
ment; anda bill to reduce the military establish- 
ment of the United States, and for other purpcses; 
which were respectively read a first and second 
time, and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. Ata later pe- 


_CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





riod of the ‘day, Mr. Cusuina moved a recon- 
sideration of the vote by which these bills were 
commitied to the Commitiee of the Whole; and he 

explained his intention to be to move their refer- 
ence to the Commiitees on Military and Naval Af- 

fairs, respectively. He aiso complained, in the 
course of the remarks with which he accompanied 
his motion, that the Commitiee on Public Expend- 
itures had intermeddled with business which did 


noi come legitimately before them in the prepara- 
tion of these bills. 


Mr M E neve ER pressed his motion to lay 
on the tab 

Mr. w. Ww. IRWIN called for the ayes and 
noes thereon; and, being ordered, the motion to lay 
the motion to re consider on the ‘table was carried 
in the aflirmative—ayes 89, noes 87 

Mr. COWEN again moved th at the House 
should — up the private calendar; this being pri- 
vate bill ¢ 

Mr. SAMSON MASON desired to obtain the 
discharge of the Committee of Ways and Means 
from certain estimates for the Florida militia, and 
tu move their reference to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. He said he understood that commit- 
tee intended not to act upon the subject, but to 
move a change of reference of the papers to the 
Committee of Claims. Ele (Mr. Mason) there- 
fore desired the House to determine the proper ref- 
erence. 
ir. STANLY moved to amend the motion, by 
striking out the words ‘‘Military Committee,” and 
insert ‘‘Comreittee of Claims.” 
Mr. COWEN said its reference to the Commit- 
tee of Claims would inevitably cause its postpone- 
ment until the next session. 
Mr. LEVY hoped, if some standing committee 
of the House could not be found to act upon the 
subject, that a select commitiee would be appointed. 
The amount of the sum required was but small, 
and it was based upon the report of Colonel 
Churchill, who had been sent to Florida to investi- 
gate the clai.a. He begged also to state that it was 
desirable, owing to the great pecuniary distress ex- 
isting in Florida, that it should be paid during the 
present session; for, small as was the amount, at the 
present period it would be of great service, 
Mr. S. MASON, in answer to a question from 
Mr. PenDLeETon, said the claim was for services 
rendered by the militia of Florida. 
The papers were then transf:rred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. T. J. CAMPBELL offered the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military A(fiirs be in- 
structed to report a bill, providing for the reduction of the reg- 
ular army, in the following manner: that each compauy of 
cavalry, artillery, and infantry, be reduced to fifty men, rank 
aod fi e; and that the second regiment of dragoons be disbanded 
by the Ist of January, 1843. That the said bill shall also pro- 
vide for reducing the number and the pay of the staff officers of 
the army, and the ordnance; the two engineer corps to their 
number and pay previous to the act of 5th July, 1838; and for 


equalizing the pay of all officers of the same grade in the vari 
ous corps ofthe military establishment; also, “for the abolition 
or reduciion of the Military Academy at Weat Point. 


Mr. STANLY objected to the reception of the 
resolution. 
The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from 
North Carolina that his objection came too late. 
Mr. STANLY and some other gentleman ex- 
pressed their astonishment to find that it was re- 
ceived without their knowledge. 
ir. BLAIR said he undersioed the resolution 

was only read for information, and not that it wa 
-received. 

The SPEAKER again stated that the resolution 
was received. 

Mr. STANLY called for the ayes and noes on 
its adoption; and they were ordered. 

Mr. COWEN inquired whether the resolution 
would not necestar'ly go over, if it gave rise to 
debate. 


The SPEAKER a‘ented, 

Mr. TOLAND moved to lay the reso'ution on 
the table. 

Mr. BOWNRE, cailed for the ayes and noes 


thereon; but they were not ordered. 

The motion to lay the resolution on tbe table 
was then adopted. 

Mr. SHIELDS obtained permission to explain, 


that his vote yesterday, on the motion of Mr, 
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Saunve RS to authorize a commission to be issued 
\o take testimony in the case of the Commonwealth 
Bank of Boston, was recorded erroneously in the 
negative, as it was his intention to vote for the in- 
ves'igation in that way. 

Mr. COWEN then renewed his motion thal the 
House should proceed to the consideration of bills 
on the private calendar; and it was agreed first to 
take up bills from the Senate, and bills acted upon 
in the Committee of the Whole and finally dis- 
pose of them 

The following bills, acted upon by the Commit- 
tee of the Whole, were ordered to be engrossed, 
aud were then read a third time, and passed: 

An act for the relief of William Waller. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of William T. Smith. 

An act for the relief of John Pratt, or his legal 
representatives. 

An act for the relief of Jabez L. and Asa White, 
of the State of Connecticut. 

An act for the relief of the heirs and representa- 
tives of Thomas Atkinson, deceased. 

An act for the relief of Henry J. Defrees and 
Stephen Jenny. 

An act for the relief of David Allspach. 

An act for the relief of Dennis Dygert. 

An act for the relief of Jacob Jackson. 

An act for the relief of Jehosophat Briggs. 

An act for the relief of Edwin H. Childers, ad- 
ministrator of John P. Hickman. 

An act for the relief of Charles H. Atherton. 

An act for the relief of David M. Hughes, Ch, 
Shipman, and John Henderson. 

An act for the relief of John King. 

An act for the relief of John Randall and Ch. 
York. 

An act for the relief of James Morrow and Jona~- 
than Tipton. 

These bills were severally ordered to be sent to 
the Senate. 

The House read a third time and passed the fol- 
lowing bills from the Senate: 

An act for the relief of the Plumb Island Bridge 
and Turnpike Company. 

An act for the relief of Caleb Eddy. 

An act for the relief of James Kiser and Bar- 
nett Foley, of Missouri. 

Mr. COWEN then moved that the House re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole House, 
for the purpose of taking up such private bills as 
could be passed without debate; this being the day 
on which private bills were not debatable. 

The motion was agreed to, and Mr. Trutincnast 
took the Chair. 

After which, a number of private bills were pass- 
ed upon tll four o’clock; when, 

On motion by Mr. MERIWETHER, the com- 
mittee rose; and 

The Houce adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SaturDay, May 28, 1842. 

Mr. J.T. MASON presented the proceedings of 
a public meeting in Frostburg, Allegany county, 
Maryland, in favor of a tariff for revenue and pro- 
tection; also, a memorial of one hundred and 
twenty-six citizens of the same place, praying Con- 
gress to pass a tariff for the purposes of revenug 
and protection. ” 

Mr. KEIM presented the petition of H. B. Sei- 
det and one hundred and s'x other respectable citi- 
zens of Berks county, Pennsylvania, asking Con- 
gress lo pass a protective tariff: referred to the 
Committee on Manufactures. 

Tne SPEAKER presented to the House a letter 
from Mr. Wistmrop, of Massachusetts, resigning 
his seat in Congress as the Representative of the 
Boston district. He assigned sickness in his fam- 
ily as the cause of his retirement. 

The SPEAKER also presented various commu- 
nications trem the heads of departments, among 
which were the following: 

A \eiter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting, in o edience to the order of the 
House of the 14th instant, the information requir- 

ed in relation to the payments made to James D. 
Duty, out of the appropriation for the erection of 
public buildings in the Territory of Wisconsin; 
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which was referred to the Committee on the Terri- 
tories. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
obedience to the resolution of the House of the 
231 February last, transmitting iabular statement: 
showirg the exports and imports of tebacco, to- 
gether with the imports into Great Britain, and es- 
timates of the consumption ef tobacco in the Uni- 
ted States; which were ordered to lie on the table, 
and 5,000 extra copies were ordered to be printed. 

K letter from the Secretary of the Navy, trans- 
milting a copy of a letter from the Commissioner 
of Pensions, of the 18th instant, upon the subject 
of navy pensions, to be appended to the answer of 
the Navy Department to the resolution of the 
House of the 12ih ultimo; which was ordered 
lie on the table. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, trans- 
mitting, in compliance with a resolution of the 
House of the 12th ultimo, a statement embracing 
the names of all navy pensioners under the act of 
3d March, 1837, together with the aggregate 
amount each has received up to the first day of 
January last; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. RAYNER, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported the following bills; which were 
read a first and second time, and commutted to the 
Committee of the Whole House: 

A bill to establish a new collection district for 
the Territory of Florida, to be called Suwannee 
distriet; and 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Lord. 

The SPEAKER submitted additional evidence 
in the case of the contested election of the delegate 
for Florida; which was referred to the Committee 
on Elections. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland, from the Com- 
mittee en Commerce, made a report on the subject 
of commerce and navigation; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

The House then proceeded to the third reading 
of bills heretofore acted upon in committee. 
The first bill taken up was a bill for the relief 
of the heirs and representatives of John Brown 
deceased. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON opposed the passage of 
the bill at great length; and Mr. MOORE and Mr. 
WHITE of Louisiana supported it. The bil! 
was then passed. 

The bill for the relief of Hugh Stuart was next 
taken up; and after a debate in which it was sup- 
ported by Messrs. BOWNE, MORGAN, THOMP. 
SON of Indiana, and WARD of New York, and 
opposed by Messrs. COWEN ard MILTON 
BROWN— 

Mr. ANDREWS moved the previous question; 
which was seconded, and the main question or- 
aered. 

Mr. ARNOLD called for ihe yeas and nays; 
wich having been refused, tellers were called for 

d appointed. 

'T be main question, which was on the passage of 
the bill, was taken, and resulted inayes 49, noes 62 

No qrorum voling, 

On motion by Mr. ANDREWS, 

The AD use adjourned. 





a IN SENATE. 


onli wwDay, May 30), 1842. 

Ma. Po wd in sented a memoria! from a 
aumber © Ciluzens Michigan engaged in the 
manufsctare, aad sl: of short lumber. The pe- 
titloners State chat they have to encounter great 
competition, arising from the manu/acture of lum- 
ber on the Crown lands in Can a, by persons 
called squatters. They ask for protection, either 
by chane a'uation, or by an increase of the 


sag the vj 
Guiles on tnmbes: referred to the Committee on 


Manufactures. 
A te 
Mr. CRA 73 oresente 


@ petition from citizens 
of Verm nt 


og an increase of duties on wool, 
w give protee » the wool-growers in the United 
States: referre Commi'tee on Manufac- 
tures, 


Mr. BENT 
zens of Lamoiile coun + 
an immediate repens! 
B. said he would cai 


da memorial from citi- 
, in Vermont, praying for 
i the bankraptlaw. Mr. 
this occasion to say that it 
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was his intention, in some morning hour, to bring 
in a bill for the repeal of that act. He had been 
looking over the Jaw, and considering it in all i's 
aspects; and he had come to the conclusion that it 
was not a bankrupt act in the meaning of the Con- 
stitution—that, in fact, the law was unconstitutional 
and void. He believed that it was the duty o! 
Congress to repeal it. But whether Congres 
thought proper to repeal the law or not, the ques 
tion of unconstiiutionality would be carried up to 
the Supreme Court. It was his purpose, during 
some morning hour, to present bis views to the 
Senate upon its unconstitutonality. Oa motion, 
the petition was then ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. McROBERTS presented a petition from 
citizens of Mentgomery county, I!linois. Mr. 
McR. said the petitioners were gentlemen of great 
respectability; some of them had been known to 
him for twenty years. The petition was ably 
drawn, and was devoted to the political relations 
of the country. He read several passeges from 
the memorial, which concluded as follows: 1. They 
respecifully request that Congress will place the 
nation ina proper state of defence. They depre- 
cate war asa national calamity; bnt they prefer 
war, with all its calamities, rather than submit to 
insult or aggression. 2. They ask a reduction of 
all public expenditures, in a ratio to the present 





prices of all agricultural or mechanical prodne- 
tions. 3. That a tariff of duties be imposed for 
revenue; and that it be so adjusted as to furnish 


adequate means, with the other legitima‘e sources 
of revenue, to support an economical administra 
tion of the Government. 4. To avoid a national! 
debt, and pay off the presentdebt. 5. To organize 
the Oregon Territory as speedily as possible; and, 
by liberal grants of land, to induce an immediate 
settiement of thatcouniry. 6. To give all the en- 
couragement in the power of Congress to the im- 
portation of the precious metals, so that all paper 
credits may be based on the only constitutional 
currency, gold and silver. The memorial was re- 
ferred to the Cominitiee on Retrenchment. 

Mr. GRAHAM moved that the Committee on 
Claims be discharged trom the further ecnsidera- 
tion of the petition and papers of Farrow and 
Harris, and thst the same be referred to the Com- 
mitiee on ihe Judiciary. Mr. G. said he had made 
this motion at the request of the petitioners. 

The question was discussed by Mesers. GRA- 
HAM, RIVES, YOUNG, WRIGHT, anid 
ARCHER, in favor ot the change Poe ed: and 
by og srs. BARROW, KING, and C 
DEN, in opposition to1r. The question . 
it was agreed to. 

Mr. EVANS subia:tted a resclation, that, until 
otherwive ordered, the same number of messen- 
gers, Jaborers, and pages, employed in the 
ate chamber, and the office of th: Secretary of the 
Senaie, be continued at the rate of daily eempen- 
sation nov ‘the clerk in the 
office of th presiding officer be continued at the 

ame rate now allowed. 

Mr. EV ANS said th: assage of 
had veel rendered necessary, in consequence of 2 
provision in the appropriation b.il, restric 
ton of aD; ly such officer 
as are permanen!, or are y¥ authorized by 
resolutions of the two Houses. No snueh resslu- 
tion had been passed. Severa! messengers and 
clerks, whose services are necessary, have de a 
heretofore paid out of the contingent fund; but the 
Secretary does uot feel himself authorized to do so, 
under that c!nuse in the bill. 

Mr. i Oo! jectec d io ihe consideration of the 
resolution then; aad it consequent'y ! 
to-;norrow. 

Oa motion of Mr. HENDERSON, the memoriz 
and papers of William Dowson were ordered t 
be taken from the files, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

A CORPS OF REPORTERS FOR THE SENATE. 

Mr. ARCHER, trem the seiect ecommiitee ap- 
pointed to inquire into tae propriety and practira- 
bility of appointing a corps of reporteis jor the 
Senate, reported the fol.owing resolntions: 

Resolved, That tle Secretary of the Senate be, and hefis 
hereby, directed to employ a corpsof reporters, not exceeding 


five in number, for the residue of the present session, and at 
the commencement ofeach succeeding session of Congress, to 
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eport the proces mai gsandsubstance of the debates of the Sen- 
| be sworn orafiirmed faithfully to discharge the 
f their office, and shal tllowed a compensation, to be 
paid out ofthe fund forthe contingent expenses, not exceeding 
sixty dollars per Week for the principal reporter, and fifty dol- 
ee r week for each of the others. The business of report- 
» conducted, that the entire report of the proceed- 

es of each day shall, within three hours after 
of the printer. The 
to the publishers 
papers as will engage, free from 
To publish the entire report in their daily 
sh proof ‘reofto any other paper 

1, oO furnish two coples ot 

the report, for the » of each member of the Senate, by 9 


thes 


I ana 1 i 
the hands 
| ‘alle tt report shall be committed 





Resolved, That a seat { floor of the Senate shall be as- 
med to the reporter actually on duty, by the President of the 
Licdit 


The resolution was read, and ordered to a sec- 
ond reading. 
On motion cf Mr. WALKER, the Senate pro- 
‘ration, as in committee of 
the whole, of 
THE APPORTIONMENT BILL. 
Mr. YOUNG moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the nember of 74,391 for aratio was re- 
cted on Friday ‘ast. 
Mr. WOODBURY 
tion pending was not 
number stricken cut. 
Mr. GRAHAM said the pending question was 
the proposiiion of the Senator from Mississippi, 
to fill the blank with 71,143; therefore the motien 
8 from Ilimois [Mr. Youna] was not 


inquired whether the ques- 
on filling the blank with the 


of the Senator 
in order. 

Mr. WALKER, for the purpose of admitting 
the motion, withdrew his proposition. 

Mr. YOUNG then submitted his motion to re- 
consider the vote reiecting the number 74,391, 

Mr. McROBERTS demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered 

Mr. WOODBURY called the attention of the 
Senate to the fact that the aggregate fraction of the 
ratio of 74,391 would be 954,735; whereby nearly 
13 Representatives would be lost. Five of the 
Northera States would have 302,210. 

Mr. WALKER asked if those five States were 
New England Sia‘e:? 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that one of them was 
the State of New York, which would have a frac- 
tion of 48 407. 

The question was then taken by 
on ihe motion to reconsider, 
negative, as fellows: 


yeas and nays 
of decided in the 





Y EAS—Messrs. Archer. Bagby, Bayard, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Calh .Clayton, Ey , Fulton, Hendereon, King, McRoberts, 
Mangem, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Sturgeon, Walker, White, and 
Youn 20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Bates = nton, Choate, Con- 
rad, Crafts, Crittenden, Graham, Hunting . Ke rr, Linn, Mer- 
rick, Miller, MoreheaJ, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Connecticut, 





Smith of Indiana. Sprague, Tatimadge, ‘Tapp 


liams, Woodbury, and Wright 26 

fhe question being on he next highest number 
sronosed for filling the blank— 

Mr. BARROW moved to fill it with the ratio of 
71.257, (giving 213 members on the full ratio, and 
10 on the fractronal representauon; ihe aggregate 
F i 121 to 10 27-100 mem- 


, Wilcox, Wil- 


r. STURGEON asked, was ii 
a nwaber alreasy rej-cied? 

it was explained that this was the nu 
1 on Fritay. U was, therefore, 
y the motion to insert it. 

Mr. TAPPAN called for the 
which were ordered 

ivir. WALKER hoped the Senator from Louisi- 
ana would conseat to substituts 70,555 for bis prop- 
o:ition of 71.257. 
ir. KING observe: that, as the fraction for, 
Louisiana, under the rauc of 71,257, would be but 
2, ii might be inferred that every man, woman, 
and chilt in that State wou'd be represented; but 
tLe inequality would be very great with regard to 
one: States. Alabama, for instance, would have 
a fraction of 61.801 not represented. Hitherto he 
had voied for the sole consideration ef obiaining 
the most eligible number of Representatives; but 
if genitemen were looking mote to fracticns, he 
would be compelled, in self defcace, to go against 
this proposition. It was necessary to pay some 
regard to liverality and justice, and not to throw 
oppressive fractions on small and growing Siates, 

Mr. WALKER remarked that all this showed 


in order to move 


mber with- 
in order to 


rene. 


yeas and nays; 
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the pernicious consequences of considering the sub- 
ject with an understanding that the 
representing fraciicns would be rejecied by the 
House. If this princip'e of representing frac: 
tions is rejected, it must lead to a scramble for 
the Repre-eniatives of a miuority to rule the 
whole Heuse. He showed that six Sraies, with 
a population of seven millions, weuld have a 
majority of six in the House of Representatives; 


while the remainipg Sraies, with eight millions, 
would be in a minority a-« representation He 
could not see how any number could be chos:a, ir- 


respective of tie prine:ple of representing fractions 
that would not- give a minority of tue populat 
in six or seven Siates the power of con'rolling 2 
majority in the remainin~ States, 

Representatives, This evii woald gu 
with every successive apportionment, He pointed 
out how seven Siaes, wih a majority of popula- 
lation over Mew York, would have but forty-six 
Representatives, while New York wou'd have for- 
ty-e ght. He also pointed out omer in 
the kind, and showed how Penn -yivania, witha 
minority of popalaiivn, would bave more R 


by a@ majority 


Ou, IDCreasing 


tances of 


pre 
sentatives than three of the other States with a ma 
jority of population. The fraciiona! principle was 
the only fair principle that could traly carry out the 
object and intention cf ike Constitution. Nothing 
but an adherence !o the represeutation of fractions 
could enavic the maj ity of the aggregate popula- 
tion to govern the aciion of the House ageording to 


© 
the meaning of the Constitution. 


Mr. McRUBERTS advanced many arguments 
against the number proposed by the Senator from 
Louisiana [Mr. Barrow.] He showed tnat vreat 
injustice would be done to some of the States. He 
pointed out that New Hampshire would have a 
fraction cf 70,803, wanting bat 454 to entitle her 
to an additional member; and that Michigan, with 
a fraction of 69,753, wonld want but 1,504 to get 
an additional me:nber also. 

Mr. PORTER concurred that there would be 
great injustice in this selection. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that, resalt be 
what it might with regard to South Caro ina, he 
felt bound, on a principie of justice, to give the ad 
vantage, in the distribuiion of inevitable fractions, 
to the new States and the smail States. 


Mr. BAGBY consider dit of more 


let the 





importance 
to vote in favor of a large ratio, than in reference 


to the effect with regard to fractions. He contended 
that population was continually changing; and 
what may operate injuriously to some Siates in the 
distribution of fractions now, may act favorably to 
them at the next apportionment. 

With regard to the number of which the Hoase 
should be composed, he contented that the trne 
democratic principle was, not to select the largest 
possible number, but a number in whose hand 
trust confided by ihe people to their Representatives 
would be most safe, and best carried out. That 
safety consisted ia the careful selection of trustees, 
more than in the great number. He regretted that 
any choice of ratio made should operate unfayora- 
bly on an individual State, such as his own, or the 
State of Michigan; but it was not the effect which 
a great principie might have wpon <¢ cr two 
States that was to be considered, but the importance 
of the principle, in its largest and widest operation, 
with regard to the whole. 

He was astonished to hear the assertion of the 
honorable Senator behind him {Mr, ALLE] the 
other day, that he would prefer to see the biouse 
consist of 5,000 rather than 200. Now, I ask, if 
human reason can conceive of the possibilily of a 
number so large being capable cf conducting the 
business of legislation. The gentleman wishes a 
fireside representatioun—a broad and full repre 
sentation of the varied interests of the whole ecm- 
munity. Yes, sir,if you can represent a reflecting, 
a thinking community, by a worthy representation, 
I would be in favor of it; but, sir, it i: one of the 
popular fallacies, the i‘lusion of the day. As has 
been well said, “If every man were a Socrates, 
Athens would still be a mob.” It ws a property of 
human nature, and it is in vain to seek to alter it. 
Without regard, then, to the efivci it may have on 
the State which I represent—upon the large or the 
small States—upon one section oi the country, or 
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prince ple of 
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upon another section—lI go tor the great principle 
of basing the great Democracy on that foundation 


on which the funders of the Consti:ution designed 
it should be based. 


Mr. ALLEN said the Senator had siigh'ly mis- 
appronended the declaration he had made; which 


was, that he would rather see the House consist of 
a large number than a small one, because he con- 
sidered a rejuction cf that body as tantamount io 


lis destruction, 

Mr. A.commented at : 
that 
of a li 
urate * 


me lengthon the assume? 
true Demeeratic princip!e was in 
miled number, instead of one com- 
th the number cf those to be repre- 
principle wonld jead to the concen- 
werin the hands of a fe 
of one man. He maintaincd the 
in the mnititude of counseilors there 
conviction was, that it ill became 
ly—to ex- 
atorial power in the adjustment of the 

number of Representatives of the popular branen 
ot ihe National Legislature. 
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He could not agree 
cr from Alabama in the positions he 
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tiavorof a diminished number of Repre- 

sentatives 
Mr. WOODBURY ealied the attentioa of the 
Sena'e to the fact that the fraction left to New 
Hampshire wanted but 400 to entitle that State to 
another Representative. Jt was wei! krown that 
he was in faver of a much smaller ratio than that 


fact, he was in favor of the ratio 
ald ‘nciease the number of Representatives 
about 12 percent. If the raio of 70,680 was ta- 
ken, ut would reduce the agerevate fraction 200,000, 
and reduce the number of Representatives lost by 
fractions, two members, For thes? reasons, he 
wonld preter a ratio ol 70,680 io one of 1b.o5e. 

Mr. WALKER would prefer 70,755 io 70,680. 
We would, for reasons stated, not vote for either 
71,143 or 71,257; but would for 70,755, because it 
would do less injustice to the smaller States. 

Mr. BARROW explained that he was not par- 
ticularly in favorof a high ratio; but he had dis- 
covered, through the the debate last 
week, that the number of those in favor of a high 
ratio was increasing; and he thought it most pru- 

strike in ime at that medium ratio, which 
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would leave the least fraction to Louisiana. He 
pointed out how other Senators had been influ- 
enced in the same way. But the truth was, that, 


with regard to the best number to compose the 
House, he was in favor of 50,000 as a ratio to pro- 
duce that number. There were, however, reasons 
which had decided him to propose 71,257. He 
was not desirous of oppressing any small or new 
State; and therefore he was disposed to withdraw 
his proposition, as ii appeared such would be its 
eflect; nd, il possible, to do ju stice to New 
Ham e and Michigan. For the purpose of 
testing whether the Senate was im favor of a small 
or large ratio, he now proposed another number— 
70,680; and gave notice that, if rejected, he would 
go against every proposition tll the ratio came 
duwn to 50,000. 

Mr. HENDERSON approved of 70 680, be- 
cause it left the smallest aggregate fraction, and 
was best caleulated to satisfy most of the States. 

Mr. BAGBY explained that he did not say three 
Representatives would be as safe asa larger num- 
ber. But what he did say was, that the number 
should be confined to that which was best calcula- 
ted to transact the business of legislation, while, at 
the same time, if was sufficiently large to insure a 
sale represeatation. H's proposition was to place 
the rights of the people in the hands of such trus- 
tees as would best secure the trust, and at the same 
time exercise the trust itself most efficiently. 

The question was, whether the number of Rep- 
resentatives should be large or small. He admitted 
that there was an es:ential principle to be consid- 
and that was, that the several States of the 
Confederation should be represented in the Na- 
tional Council according to respective numbers. 
Bat this principle could be fully carried out with 
a choice and select number of Representatives, 
much better than by a very numerous body. 

He denied that the Senate was, in its action or 
construction, aristocratic; or that there wasany such 
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rivalry and compulsion as the Senator from Ohio 
imegined, beiween it and the House of Representa- 
lives. The same constituency, in point of fact, 
controlled both bodies; their trusts, their origin, 
were the same. Tis was not only a constitatronal 
oceasion for the Senate to express ils sentimenis, 
but a proper one; for it was his pelief that the 
order—tue utility—he would go further, and say 
the perpetuity of this Government depenied upon 
keeping the r.umber of which the House of Repre- 
sentatives was to be cou:pesed, within safe limits. 

The great question now at issue before the Sen- 
aie was, not as to the local effecis of fractions, but 
as to the re-consiruction of the number composing 
the House, to effect the purposes for which it was 
intended. He wonld go for tre highest number 
suggested, in preference to any other; batif that 
could not be had, he would go for the next highest 
in succession; anc therefore, as ihe question now 
came on 70,680, he would vote for it, because he 
preferred it to a smaller ratio. 

Mr. ALLEN replied to some of tie arguments 
made use of by the Senator from Alabama [Mr. 
Bacsy.] He pointed cut the contradiction of the 
terms assumed by those opposed to a numerous 
representation. One of these terms was, that a 
Lionse consisting of four or five hundred members 
would coatrol the Government, and absorb all power; 
at the same time it was contended that so numerous 
a House would ve wholly inefficient for performing 
legislative business, or for any purpose whatever. 
How could both terms of this proposition be true? 
He also adver'ed to the inconsistency of maintain- 
ing that the Senaie did not claim superiority over 
the House, but merely stood upon its equalrty; yet, 
in action, the Senate was now exercising a dicta- 
torial ascendancy over the House, by controlling it 
in the very principle of i's own organization. Of 
all powers in the world, ‘the power of legislation 
ought to be confided to many hands, in preference 
to few; because ii was a power to make laws to 
bind the community itself, from which all power 
emanates. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that Tennessee 
had not any Senators here; and he would, there- 
fore, state that, by the proposed ratio of 70,630, 
that Siate would be left with the largest fracuon of 
any of the States. 

He replied at some length to those arguments 
which had been offered against a large number of 
Representatives, contending that nothing had been 
urged capab'e of changing his mind. Itseemed to 
hit that it was sublimating too much to try to cut 
down the number of Representatives so as to 
square with the mere theoretical notions of ab- 
stract principles entertained by some Senators. It 
seemed as if the Senate was acting upon a self-as- 
sumption of being doubly as wise as those who 
framed the Constitution. The framers of the Con- 
stitution were for a long time in favor of a much 
larger representation than 30,000; and a much 
lower ratio was actually considered necessary, to 
give proper weight to the immediate and direct 
popuiar will in the action of the Government. 
Yet, now, gentlemen assume to be so much wiser 
than the framers of the Constitution, that, not 
content with receding frcm the expression of the 
popular will by doubling the ratio, they cut 
down the number of Representatives, in spite of the 
increase of population. 

Mr. PRESTON observed, that the Senate hav- 
ing adopted the principle of representing fractions, 
it seemed to him to be improper now to be acting 
in view of effects to be prudueed by the rejection 
of that principle elsewhere. He concurred, for the 
most part, in the wise and just sentiments so well 
and so eloquently expressed by the Senator from 
Alabama, [Mr. Bacpy;] and he regretied that the 
Senate hitherto had not had the benefit of that 
Senator’s participation in discussions which he had 
shown himself to-day so competent to enlighten. 

The primary purpose of the House of Represent- 
atives was that of performing its share of the du- 
ties of iegislation. It bad other and subsidiary 
duties; but they were subordinate to the primary 
object he had mentioned. 

He contended that the popular will was best ex- 
pressed in the General Assemblies of the States. 
This Government was one of a coniederation of 
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States. The Representatives in the National Le- 
gislature were the Representatives of the people of 
their confederated States; and it would be subvers- 
ive of the mavy otjects of a confederated Govern- 
ment to admit of the pulse of the democratic 
mass being felt as a controlling impulse upon na- 
tional legislation. He then objected, not to the 
prevalence of Democratic principles in the States 
themselves, but in national legislation; because i 
was an impulse inconsistent with the objects of 
legislation here, and subversive of all the good 
effects of a confederated Government. While this 
body is removed from immediate contact with the 
people, he would look to the principle that the ele- 
menis of the other House should be derived from 
ihe people immediately; but this was not inconsist- 
ent with the propriety of guarding against the ex- 
ternal impulse of popular will, and limiting it to 
representation—that representation being regulated, 
in point of number, by considerations of efficiency, 
propriety, and expediency. 

He pointed out that, if the same ratio of increase 
now proposed by the bill from the House was 
to be followed up for the next two periods of ap- 
portionment, the House, in five and twenty years, 
would consist of more than a thousand members. 
He knew this was a delicate matter to adjust; but 
the adjustment was to be made. He did not agree 
with the Senator from Kentucky, that it was ne- 
cessary to have a very numerous House of Repre- 
sentalives, where gentlemen might go to school to 
learn the science of government, as if those sent 
there by their constituents were not already well- 
informed and educated men. He conceived their con- 
stituents did not elect them to go to school; but to 
represent their interests in the councils of the nation. 
His judgment went with the Senator frem Alaba- 
ma, [Mr. Bacey,] and he concurred with him in 
the course of continuing to vote in succession for 
the highest number of the ratios proposed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN explained in relation to 
observatious he had made, upon which the Senator 
from South Carolina [Mr. Preston} had com- 
mented, with regard to the advantages of the 
House of Representatives being a high school. He 
did not mean to say that it was to be a school where 
gentlemen were to learn their grammar; but that it 
was to be regarded as a school of men, where gen- 
tlemen would learn samething which they did not 
learn at home in their own schools. The Senator 
knew best whether he had ever learned anything in 
the school of the national councils; ard if he felt 
that he had, he must feel satisfied that other gentle- 
men might learn something in the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

Mr. PRESTON explained that he did not treat 
the Senator’s remark as a very leading argument; 
but he had referred to it on account of its being an 
argument of the Senator from Kentucky, from 
whom every thing that falls is entitled to great 
weight, and he did not wish it to go for more than 
it was worth. So far as he was himself concerned, 
he felt, when he first came to this body, that he 
was coming to school to learn something new ; but 
he also felt that it was not the object of his con- 
stituents to send him for the mere purpose of com- 
ing to school. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that the gen- 
tleman and himself would have an end to this sub- 
ject if he weuld only make him one promise—and 
that was, to read a number of the Federalist on the 
subject, to which he peinted his attention. It was 
not his opinion, but that of Mr. Madison; and if 
there is such poverty in the idea as the Senator 
supposed, it was not his, but Mr. Madison’s idea 
he condemned. 

Mr. PRESTON would not reply to the Senator 
by recommending him to go to school. But he 
hoped the Senator would admit that he had learned, 
in the school of this debate, that it was necessary to 
use as leading arguments only such as were based 
upon some application entitling them to be classed 
as leading arguments. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN briefly replied, and the 
subject dropped. 

Mr. TALLMADGE expressed his desire to 
give the new and small States all the benefit pos- 
sible in the distribution of fractions. 

In reference to the number of Representatives 
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which ought to constitute the House, he would 
say that it was desirable scme mode shou'd be 
devised of aitiving ata rule to govern the subject. 
He regretted that the Constitution had not hxed 
limitation. There was, in the nature of its consti- 
tution, a limit of probability with regard to the 
Senate. It hal already doubled in its nnmber 
since the adopiion of the Constitution. The num- 
ber would probably soon be increased to sixty; but 
there seemed to be lite chance that it should at 
any time exceed sixty-two. 

He showed the principles on which the House 
of Represeniatives of the State of New York had 
been constructed. The Senate was established at 
32, and the House at 128—being four tines that 
of the Senate. In Pennsylvania, the ratio between 
the Senate and House is as one to three. He 
knew of no State, except Massachusetts, that ex- 
ceeded the ratio of New York; which was as one 
to four. 

There ought to be some fixed principle; because, 
if iit was not done, in twenty-five years a popula- 
tion of thirty-four millions would demand a House 
of double the present number. His own opinion 
was, that this was the proper time to fix the maxi- 
mum. He thought that ought, in any case, never 
to exceed the present number of 242. If the 
representation from New York should be reduced 
to twenty, instead of forty, he was perfectly satis- 
fied the interests of that State would be just as 
well represented with those twenty as with forty 
members. 

According to the practice of the State institu- 
tions, the maximum of the ratio between the Sen- 
ates and popular branches of legislation, would be 
one to four. He thought, if that ratio now was 
proposed, the Flovse would consist of a proper 
number. Atthe next apportionment, by applyicg 
the rule—supposing ihe Senate by that time to con- 
sist of sixty members—the number of Representa 
tives in the other House would be 240—about the 
nunber of which it is now cowposed. He was, 
therefore, in favor of the motion under counsidera- 
uon. 

Mr. WRIGHT would be very glad to conform 
to the ra‘e laid down by his colleague, if he could, 
with his sense of propriety, do so. 

He had already stated the principles by which 
he would be actuated in his vote. He denied that 
there was any analogy between the constitution of 
the Siate Legislatures and the Federal Legislature. 
Their construction was different, and regulated up- 
on different premises, 

Mr. KING would not have risen at all, were it 
not for an observation made by the Senator from 
Louisiana, [Mr. Barrow.] that he (Mr. K.) was 
actuated by the effect of the fractions on his own 
State. The Senator had admitted that he was him- 
self actuated by such a consideration with regard 
to hisown State. But he (Mr. K.) would point 
out several propositions for which he had voted 
without reference to the effect of the ratio on Ala- 
bama. He now was, however, driven by the course 
gentlemen had taken, to ask, Was it equitab’e to 
leave a fraction of 69,000 to Alabama? Would 
it not be better to endeavor to dosubstantial justice, 
not only to the several States, but to them section- 
ally considered? 

He was in favor of a number not teo great or 
too small, but such as would most conveniently 
represent the popular will. He believed, if the 
rule proposed by the Senator from New Yor’ [Mr. 
TaLLManGe] was adopted, it would produce a salu- 
tary effect. 

Mr. YOUNG conceived the injunction of the 
Constitution to be, that each State should be rep- 
resented in the ratio of its population. This could 
not be, if the proposed ratio of 70,680 was adopt- 
ed, and Alabama was left with a fraction of 
65,000 unrepresented. He rose to express his dis- 
sent from the rule laid down by the Senator trom 
Alabama, [Mr. Bacsy,] and the Senator from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Presten,] that the number 
most convenient for the constitution of the House 
ought to be chosen without reference to the effect 
of fractions. 

Mr. PRESTON observed that the Senator had 
adopted the prineiple of representing fractions. If 
th §Senate now adopted a ratio subjeci to that 


principle, and the House should strike out the 
amendment to represent fractions, the Senate then 
could amend its ratio. 

Mr. YOUNG admitted that, if the principle of 
representing fractions was to continue in the bill, 
all objection would be removed; but as it was not 
likely the House would consent to that princip'e, 
he thought that, inasmuch as it is not practicable 
to choose such a number ascan operate with per- 
fect equality, it was the duty of Congress to ap- 
proximate as nearly as possible to the equality con- 
templated by the Constitution, 

Mr. BAGBY had set out with the principle, tbat 
the Constitution required that representation 
should be as ample as possible, and as equal as 
possible. He would merely add, that, in consider- 
ing one of these objects, it must be done in refer- 
ence to the other. This would necessarily lead to 
a limitation, such as he conceived would designate 
a number competent and proper to constitute the 
House. 

The question now being on Mr. Barrow’s mo- 
tion to fill the blank with 70,680, (the number 
suggested by Mr. Bucnanan, and for which Mr. 
Barrow had withdrawn his previous proposition 
of 71,254)— 

The yeas and nays were demanded on it, which 
were ordered; and, being taken, resulted as fol- 
lows—yea* 28, nays 18: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bayard, Berrien, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Cuthbert, Evans, 
Fulton, Graham, Henderson, Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, Metr- 
rick, Porter, Presten, Rives, Sevier, Sturgeon; Tallmadge, 
Walker, White, and Williams—2s, 

NAYS —Messtrs. Allen, Bates, Benton, Choate, Crittenden, 
Huntington, Kerr, King, Morehead, Simiuions, Smith of Con- 
necticnt, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tappan, Wilcox, Wood- 
bury, Wright, and Young—18. 

So this number was adopted asa ratio; which 
will give a House of 217 members if fractions be 
not represented, and 224 if fractions be represent- 
cd, on the principle adopted by the Senate, allow- 
ing an additional member to each State whose 
fraction shall exceed a moiety of the ratio. 

The following table shows the apportionment to 
each Siate, and the r anrepresented fractions: 

Representatives. Fractions 

Maine - a 7,033 

New Hampshire 4 1,854 

Massachusetts 1 30,899 

Rhode Island 38,148 

Connecticut 27,288 

Vermont 9,228 

New York 25,799 
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140,249 
~~ 19.636 
27 687 
6363 
10,044 


New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 
Delaware 
Maryland 


63,730 


927 
35,786 
49,745 
51,971 


137,129 


Michigan 
Ohio 
Indiana 
Iilinois 


— 


— 
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Kentucky 
Missouri 
Tennessee 
Mississippi 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 


125 
7,006 
49,186 
14,847 
18,920 
2 310 


92,394 


Virginia 2 
North Carolina 18,972 
South Carolina 39,503 
Georgia 13,574 
Alabama 65,263 


Mr. PRESTON moved that the Senate proceed 


to the consideration of executive business. 


The CHAIR (Mr. Bayarp) said the motion was 
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not in order pending the question on the apportion- 
ment bill. 

Mr. PRESTON then moved to lay the bill on the 
table, to enable him to submit the mction to go into 
executive session. 

The question was put, and disagreed to, on a 
couat, by ayes 21, noes 22. 

The CHAIR announced that the next question 
in order was on concurring with the Commitiee on 
the Judiciary in the remaining amendment, pro- 
posing to strike out that portion of the bill making 
it obligatory on the States to adopt the district sys- 
tem cf representation, each district to be composed 
of contiguous territory, aud to return but one Rep- 
resentative; and to substitute a provision, leaving 
it optional with the States to adopt either the dis- 
trict or general-ticket system, but retaining that 
portion requiring that the disiricts shall be of con- 
tiguous territory, sending one Representative, if the 
district sysiem should be preierred. 

Mr. ALLEN moved to strike out the whole of 
the second section of the Lill, embracing the propo- 
sition of the Judiciary Coaimittee to amend it, in 
the following words: 





Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, in every case 
when aSt:te is entitled to more than one Representative, {i 
number to which each Sta'e shal! be enti! inder this appr 





tionment shal! be elected by districts, composed of rOr 


territory, equal in number to the number of Represer 
which said State may be entitled —no one district ele 
than one Representative.] and theelection in such States! 
under the luws thereof, be made by districts, such districts 
shall be composed of contiguous territory, and ac! 
lain a representative population equal tothe niiber which, 
by the existing ratio, shall be required for one menber, as 
mearly as may le ; und no one district shall elect more than 
one member. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN inquired whether it was in 
order to make ibe motion pending the amendment 
of the committee undisposed of. 

The CHAIR decided that it was. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said it must be obvious 
that the bill could not be disposed of this evening, 
and he therefore moved to lay it on the table for 
the purpose of submitting a motion to proceed 
to executive business. 

The question was put on these motions, and 
agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the consid- 
eration of executive business; and, afier some time 
spent therein, the doors were opened; and, having 
disposed of the numerous House bills on the table 
by causing them to be read twice and appropriately 
referred, 

Adjourned. 


ig more 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, Muy 30, 1842, 

Mr. McKENNAN, who has been elcc‘ed to 
supply the vacancy occasioned by the death of the 
late Mr. Lawrence of Pennsylvania, was this 
morning sworn, and he then took his seat. 

Mr. VAN BUREN presented the memorial of 
Themas Copeland, relatirg to his claim as master 
machinist at Alleghany arsenal in 1336, ’7 and ’8. 

Mr. GWIN offered a reso!ution to change the 
hour of sitting of the House, from the Ist June to 
the end of the session, viz: to change the hour of 
meeting from I1 to 10 o’clock, and to take a daily 
recess from 1 to 3 o’cicck. 

Mr. CALHOUN inquired if resolutions were 
not regularly in order to-day. If so, he hoped they 
would be called for in the usual manner. 

Mr. JAMES moved to amend the resolution, by 
striking out the last clause, so as to dispense with 
a recess 

Mr. FiLLMORE objected to the resolution, on 
the ground that, if it went into operation on the 
Ist June, it would interfere with a special order for 
that day. If, however, the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi would substitute next Monday for the Ist 
June, he would have no obj-ction. 

Mr. COWEN moved to amend the resolution, 
by changing the hours for the recess to from _half- 
past 2 to 4 o’clock, instead of from 1 to 3. 

Mr. RIGGS clhijected to the whole resolution. 

Mr. ANDREWS, also, was understood to ob- 
ject. 

Mr.GWIN moved a suspension of the rules for 
the reception of the resolution. 

Mr. EVERETT inquired if the previous ques- 
tion was not pending when the House adjourned 





on Saturday; and, if so, whether, with that undis- 
posed of, this business was not out of erder? 

‘he SPEAKER’s explanation was not heard 
distinctly; but he was understood to overrule the 
ovjection. 

Mr. GWIN again moved a suspension of the 
rules, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the ayes and 
noes. © 

Mr. BLACK inquired if the reception of resolu- 
tions was not the order of business for to-day ; and, 
if so, whether it was necessary to suspend the 
rules. 

Mr. CARUTHERS made a like observation. 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that the 
resolution had not been offered conformably with 
that order of business. 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped the gentleman from 
Mississippi would withdraw the resolution, and 
offer it again when resolutions from Mississippi 
wele in order; as this would dispense with the sus- 
pension of the rules. 

The SPEAKER put the question oa the suspen- 
sion of the rules, and said he thought the noes 
had it. 

Mr. GWIN called for the ayes and noes; and, 
being ordered, the rules were not suspended—iwo- 
thirds not voting in the affirmative. The vote was, 
ayes 97, noes 67. 

Mr. FILLMORE then offered a resolution to fix 
5 o’clock on Tuesday for the termination of debate 
in Committee of the Whole on the army appropii- 
ation bill. He said he offered the resolution for the 
purpose of taking the sense of the House upon it— 
both as to the day and the time—not feeling partic- 
ularly anxious himself what time should be fixed ; 
but the House would certainly see the propriety of 
fixing some restriction on the time. 

Mr. MORGAN moved the previous question. 

Mr. FESSENDEN inquired whether to-morrow, 
and the day succeeding, were not appropriated to 
special business of the District of Columbia. 

The SPEAKER said Wednesday ane Thursday 
weie the days set apart for the business of the Dis- 
trict. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON begged to ask the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means when 
he thought he would be able to report a revenue bill. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he was not now prepared 
to say, but he thought he should be ready during 
the present week. 

Mr. RHEYT inquired how long this bill had 
been under discussion, 

Mr. PROFFIT. Three days, and very few gen- 
tlemea have yet spoken. 

Mr. RHETT. With such a statement, and in 
consideration that the committee had not progressed 
beyond the first clause, he would move to lay the 
resolution on the table. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the ayes and 
noes thereon. 


‘The ayes and noes were ordered, and the resolu- 
tion was laid on the table: ayes 100, noes 75. 

Mr. MERIWETHER asked the consent of the 
House to submit a resolution. 

Mr. PROFFITT. Let it be understood that it is 
read for information only, and that it is not re- 
ceived. 

The Clerk read the resolution as follows: 

Res 


ved, That the Secretary of the Navy communicate to 


this House all orders issued to the several navy-yards from 
that department, since the first of May instant, in reference to 
the building, equipping, fitting out, and launching of vessels; 
and whether any dismiseals have been made since the Ist of 
May instant, of carpenters and ship-builders, or other work- 
men at said navy-yards; and ifso, for what cause, and the 1um- 
ber; anc what increase may have been made in the number of 


said workmen, at any time sincethe Ist January last. 

Mr. MORGAN objected to thé reception of the 
resolution. 

Mr. PROFFIT also objected, unless it were al- 
lowed to be debatable. 

Mr. MERIWETHER moved a suspension of 
the rule. 

Mr. PROFFIT called for the ayes and noes, but 
they were not ordered; and the rules were suspend- 
ed by a majority of ILL to 30. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then called for the pre- 
vious question, which was sustained by the 
House, 








Mr. TOLAND made some suggestion to the 
mover of the resolution, which was not heard. 

Mr. MERIWETHER then was understood to 
say that he would modify his resolution by add- 
ing a call for all correspondence in reference to the 
subjects and matters embraced in the resolution. 

Mr. CUSHING objected to all ariendments; the 
previous question having been ordered, and dis- 
cussion being prevented. 

The SPEAKER decided that the resolution was 
not now amendable. 

The resolution, in its original shape, was then 
adopted. 

On motion by Mr. COWEN, the House pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the special order, 
being the adverse report of the Committee of 
Claims on the memorial of Luther Halsey on the 
subject of bospitals on the Western waters. 

After a debate, in which the report was advo- 
cated by Messrs. COWEN and JOHNSON of 
Tennessee, and opposed by Messrs. W. W. IR- 
WIN, UNDERWOOD, and POPE— 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to lay the report on 
the table; which motion was carried. 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired what was the order 
of the day? 

The SPEAKER replied that this was resolution 

day. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD moved that the bills rela- 
ting to the District of Columbia be printed, so that 
they may be ready for the aetion of the House on 
Wednesday nex!; for which day they have been 
made the special order: agreed to. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. STANLY called for the yeas and nays on 
the question; but they were not ordered by the 
House. 

The question was then taken by count, and car- 
ried in the affirmative—ayes 103, noes not counted. 

So the House resolved itse!f into Committee ef 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Unper- 
woop of Kentucky in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the bill making appropriations for 
the army for the year 1842. 

Mr. GILMER recapitulated some of the grounds 
taken by him on Thursday last, when he addressed 
the committee. He had then endeavored to show 
that there was no just reason to apprehend an in- 
terrupiion of the peaceful relations existing be- 
tween the United States and other countries. His 
friend from Massachusetts [Mr. Cusine] had ad- 
verted to the state of affairs between us and Mex- 
ico, and also to the pending negotiations with Eng- 
Jand, in such a manner as to warrant a belief that 
our peaceful relations would not be disturbed. He 
bad endeavored to show that nothing serious was 
to be apprehended as to Mexico. No Government 
had, in fact, existed there since 1834. The coun- 
try had been the scene of revolutions ever since; 
and its domestic condition was such as to render it 
unable to annoy us. Therefore, unless it were 
backed and sustained by some oi the European 
Governments, no danger whatever was to be ap- 
prehended. He did not believe that any Govern- 
ment in Europe would interfere between us and 
Mexico. There was no hostility or prejudice on 
the part of the people in Europe to our institutions 
and Government. He knew there existed a con- 
siderable degree of hostility to us and our institu- 
tions on the partof the Governments of Enrope; 
but there was a wide distinction between the peo- 
ple and their Governments. _ li was the inierest of 
the reigning dynasties, with some rare exceptions— 
and among these, in the first class, he was happy to 
name France, our ancient and honored ally—to re- 
pudiate our advances in civil liberty. It was nat- 
ural that they should be hostile; but the day was 
fast passing away when the people, or any portion 
of them, would sympathize with the ruling powers 
in their hostility. He believed that no warlike 
purposes against our institutions and country would 
be countenanced by the people of Europe. As he 
had said in his remarks the other day, the time was 
fast approaching when all the attention of those 
Governments would be required to be directed to 
affairs at home; and all their wisdom, forecast, and 
care, taxed to prevent revolution am ng them- 
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ed 
selves. H>= called the attention of the committee 
io the fret (hat a petiuon, signed by three millions 


of people, ca ling for radical! reforms in the Gov- 
ernment of England, bad been recently presented 
to the House of Peers by Lord Brougham. 

For that and other reasons, he believed there was 
no danger of a war from that quarter. The war 
that would be waged would be insidious. They 
would endeavor to excite discords and dissentions, to 
engender stife and ill feeling and _ disunion 
amongst us. In view of this fact, we should, he 
thought, be bound together by a thousand proud 
recollections of the past, and prouder hopes of the 
faiure. The only admonition it afforded was, that 
we should be upon our guard, stand closer and 
closer to each other, in order to defend and cherish 
the institutions of our country. The beauty of our 
own, indeed, reflecied the deform of European in- 
stitutions. The people of the United States would 
understand the true character of any war that 
might be waged insidiously upon them, and would 
take their position accordingly. For his own part, 
he dreaded nothing from England; and had merely 
thrown out these suggestions in answer to the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts. 

He would ask the attention of the committee to 
a few statistics connected with the subject. He 
had erroneously stated the number of the army at 
present at 10,874. In this he was wrong, and his 
error consisted in enumerating the staff at 1,000, 
instead of 548, as appeared from official docu- 
ments. This made the army less than what he 
had estimated it at. 

He had said that the Secretary of War estimated 
two regiments as necessary to carry on operations 
in Florida. He considered that 1,600 men (and 
this was not less than military men had computed 
as sufficient) were amply competent to bring the 
war in that Territory to a close. He thought, by 
deducting one or two hurdred men from the force, 
and supposing that that war would not last forever— 
a war which had exhausted our Treasury, and 
brought reproach upon our arms; a war with a 
handful of savages, which had lasted as long as the 
siege of Troy; a war in which we were told but 
150 warriors were engaged—surely 1,600 soldiers 
would be sufficient to settle the remaining account 
with this handfal of Indians; and, hoping he should 
be pardoned for a slight digression, that war ought 
to be ended. The Secretary of War had declared 
it was, whilst the Representative from Florida said 
it was not yet ever. He (Mr. G ) thought, so long 
as it was conducted upon present principles, it 
never would end. When he looked back to past 
experience, he was convinced that the best, the 
cheapest, and, indeed, the most humane mode of 
terminating it, would be, not by armies and appro- 
priations, bat by giving land to settlers, who would 
ocenpy it, and fight the Indians in their hunting 
shirts. Let that be done; and he imagined we 
should hear of no more murders, and no more re- 
ports from the War Department. Let not gentle- 
men say it was more cruel to kill the Indians by 
men who pursued them as if they were hunting 
deer, than by organized corps of infantry and artil- 
lery. Let them look to the ancient history of the 
country, (if it could be said to have an ancient his- 
iory,) and they would find that, though regular 
bands of soldiers marched against the Indians, they 
went but to be disgraced, and would have continued 
to be disgraced, but for the hunters of the back- 
woods, with George Washington at their head. 
But he forbore to present this subject further at 
present, as he was aware that a scheme-would be 
brought before Congress. 

He proceeded to say that the staff admitted of a 
great reduction from its presentnumbers. Also, 
he thought reduction might very well take place in 
the engineer department, in th2 military stere- 
keepers’ department, in the number of artificers, 
and in the departments of the quartermaster and 
paymaster general. The United States army had, 
in fact, been upon a war establishment since 1838; 
and the Florida war was given as the cause. West 
Point Academy was put down as a part, and the 
cadets were incluced in the enumeration of the 
force of the army. It was considered asa part 
belonging to the Eastern division of the army. 


He then enumerated the force stationed at the | 
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several posts in the Eastern division—at New 
York, Niagara, Sackett’s Harbor, Maine, Fort 
Hamilton, and Fortress Monroe—es showing a 
large number of troops to be concentrated 
within the Eastern division. These troops, he 
contended, were evidently brought there with 
the expectation that there would be a _ rup- 
ture with Esgland, in relation to the Norta- 
eastern frontier. In regard to that matter, the 
State of Maine had recently appointed ‘commis- 
sioners; ard there was a minister plenipotentiary 
in Washington authorized to treat in behalf of the 
British Government. Under these circumstances, 
he thought we were warranted in supposing that 
there would be a continuance of the pacific relations 
now existing between England and ourselves. In 
peace, if the States did their duty to their militia— 
if they did one-half of what they should towards 
that neglected, but useful end invaluable bulwark 
of defence—but a small force would be required 
in our army; nothing more than a mere police, and 
a nucleus around whicha larger army might be 
formed. 

It was not possible or desirable to drill the mili- 
tia as solders are; yet, by proper classification and 
arrangement of them, according to age and other 
circumstances, they might be prepared for war at 
but 9 short notice. The experience of the camp, 
he maintained, was necessary to make a perfect 
soldier. It was as necessary to those regularly 
enlisted in the army, as it was to the militia. It 
was necessary for the purpcse of counteracting the 
bad habits acquired from lounging about in gar- 
risons. The genius of our institutions, too, taught 
us that we should not rely too much upon a mer- 
cenary soldiery. A standing army was not our 
safest reliance. Every citizen in the Republic was 
enrolled in the militia, and every consideration 
taught us to look to that as our best defence. 
True, we should not be ready with it alone, 
to goto warina moment. This was, if he might 
be allowed to use the term, one of the inconveni- 
ences of a republican form of government. It 
was an inconvenience, however, greatly counter- 
balanced by superior advantages. We were not 
prepared to go to war so soon as a monarchy, 
with its millions of revenue extorted from a suffer- 
ing people, and its forces by sea and land, which 
it was compelled to keep, in order to sustain its 
own power. In the United States, every citizen 
was a soldier, and every soldier a citizen. He 
had adverted to these circumstances, in order to 
show that the army might be reduced within a 
smaller compass. 

But his main purpose was to call attention to 
the abuses in the military establishment of the 
country, and to suggest some remedy. He was 
not one of those who thought it only recessary to 
prove that abuses existed, without proposing any 
mode by which they might be remedied; and it was 
farthest from his intention to point them out for 
the purpose of wounding the feelings of particular 
men inthe service. Tne gentleman from North 
Carolina, [Mr. McKay,] who seemed to be well 
acquainted with the subject, had already pointed 
out many abuses to the committee. In addition to 
what had been stated, he would name a few items 
which he considered as ex'ravagant and waste- 
ful. For ‘‘commutation of officers’ subsistence, 
$527,264;” “commutation of forage for officers’ 
horses, $116,971;” ‘commutation of clothing fer 
officers’ servants, $80,240;” “transportation of offi- 
cers’ baggage when travelling on duty without 
troops, $65,000.” All these items he regarded as 
too high, and the latter as admitting, if not inviting 
great abuse. 

The next item of which he complained was 
“for the amouni of fortifications, including com- 
pensation of a special agent to attend at the found- 
ries employed in making cannon, $150,000." He 
did not complain particularly of this item; but it 
covered a vast ground for the perpetration of 
abuses. This special agent was not authorized by 
law, but was one of the officers appointed by 
“regulations. ” He was appointed by authority of 
Executive legislation, which appropriated nearly 
as much money as did Congress. There was, at 
present, no national foundry. There was, he was 
aware, a proposition before the committee to estab- 


lish one; but it had not been adopted, and the can- 
non of the United States were made by contract. 
The guns had to be cast according to a certain 
standard, and to be tried and proved before they 
were received. There were men in the Ordnance 
Deparimentcompetentto test those guns; why, then, 
send a special agent around to the manufactories, 
with a salary of $2,400, and ten cenis per mile for 
his travelling? ‘Yhere was no necessity for this 
agent; and he cited the case as an instance of the 
abuse of authority. So far as his experience went, 
there was no department in which reform was so 
much wanted as the War Department. 

He was no enemy of the army, but its friend, 
properly managed. They were its enemies 
who voted to perpetuate abuses that would break 
down its spirit and discipline, and uliimately destroy 
its efficiency. 

The system of commutation extended to the West 
Point Academy. This bill contained an item for 
“commutation of subsistence of officers and cadets, 
$40,000; ‘commutation of fcrage for officers’ 
horses, $5,184,” ‘“‘commutation of clothing for of- 
ficers’ servants, $1,424.” In commenting upon 
these items, he could not help remarking how the 
times had changed, and how military science had 
been altered, since the early days of our Republic. 
How different were the officers then and now! 
What a contrast did these items present, compared 
with the accommodations afforded to the brave 
Marion, in the Revolution, who entertained his 
friends upon a log for a seat, and a sweet potato 
for a repast! That man and his compatriots fought 
for their country, and not for their pay. He (Mr. 
G.) was willing to adinit that!men who had fought 
and faced danger, gave evidence of their attach- 
ment to their country; but he thought that the pa- 
triotic gratitude of their feilow-citizens should be 
regarded as a better reward than a mere quid pro 
quo. At present, the emoluments of officers were 
rendered large in varicus ways, by double rations, 
triple rations, double pay, and brevet pay. His 
obj ct was to bring the facts before the committee, 
that the abuses might be remedied. The time was, 
when war was not so pleasant a thing as at present. 
He was reminded of a man among the clansmen 
of Scotland, who saw his son march to war without 
tent, blanket, or any other confort, and sleeping 
with a snow-ball for his pillow. The father, indig- 
nant to see him thus comfortable, approached and 
kicked away the snow-ball pillow, as a luxury 
which it was unbecoming the character of a soldier 
toenjoy. He(Mr.S.) was not in favor of redu- 
cing our army to this hard condition, but merely to 
the standard of law. 

He then adverted to a few items which he read 
from a table sent from the War Department. 
These items showed the excess received by many 
officers beyond their regular salary: 


Pay perannum, Total allow- 


ances for 


horses, ser- 

vants, &c. 
Major General - $2,400 $4,915 
Brigadier General 1,248 3,165 
Colonel of Cavalry 1,080 2,396 
Colonel of Artillery or Infantry, 900 2,096 
Lieutenant Colonel of Cavalry, 900 2,047 
Surgeonof ten years - 720 2,086 
Surgeon of less than ten years, 720 1,794 


Rations are computed at 20 cents each, bat are 
not drawn; money being paid in their stead. A 
large amount is paid to officers for commutation of 
servants’ pay and horses’ forage. He understood 
the Government was daiiy charged with from one 
to two hundred horses in this city, where there were 
not more than from twenty to forty in use. Then 
the servants for whom money is drawn—are they 
used? He was not opposed to paying our officers 
well; but he wished them to have regular allow- 
ances. He called the attention of the committee to 
the Quartermaster’s report in December, 1840. 
According to that, an officer was required tohavea 
certificate that a horse was necessary, and to be 
used, before he could obtain one. He objected to 


this, because it made the perquisites of officers 
somewhat dependent upon their own certificates, 
and thereby exposed them to temptations which hu- 
man nature was not always strong enough to re- 
sist. 

He then alluded to the report which he had made 





ee ee a ee ee ee i a ae a ee Sy ee 





~ 





ee 


on the 7th of March, from the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee, in relation to ihe excessive emoluments which 
had been pai: to various offers. The first table ia 
that report contained a list of officers who had re- 
ceived brevet pay and emoluments between tue 4th 
of March, 1837, and the Ist of January, 1842 
The law 1818 aliowed brevet pay to such as 
were in actual command. Command of what? he 
asked. Surely not of inkstands, desks, and furni- 
ture, nor of clerks, but of troops. General Roger 
Jones, in command of the Adjutaut General’s De- 
partment, received $1,206; George Gibson, Sub- 
sistence Department, $2,188; Charles Gratiot, En- 
gineer Depaitment, $2,285; Gen. Wool, as com- 
mander of the army in the Cherokee nation, on 
the Northern frontier, on special duty in Maine, 
and as president of a court of inquiry, received 
$2,024. He commented on the case of General 
Wool, and the multiplied pay received by that of- 
ficer. In commenting on his case, and that of 
others, he did not impugn their honor. Bruus 
was an honorable man, and so were al! tuose gen- 
tlemen whose cases he was citing. But it was bis 
duty to speak of those abuses as became a man in 
the civil department of the Government. Joseph 
G. Totten received, while in charge of public works 
at Fort Adams, Va., $4,240! 

He was glad to perceive ‘hat the Secretary had 
given orders which ‘vould essentially diminish 
these allowances, and only wished it had been 
done sooner. Yet he feared the Seerctary had not 
gone farenovgh. Whatcommand had this Mr. 
Totten? Certainly of nothing but laborers on the 
public works. A large amount too was allowed to 
pay of officers in charge of the Clothing Bureau. 
He knew not what they ecmmanded, unless it was 
empty wardrobes. In the Engineer Department, 
men serving under private companies were csa- 
strued to have command, and paid accordingly. 
The superintenden's of the armories at Harper’s 
Ferry and Springfield were citizens not bearing 
arms, living contentedly and quietly under their 
own vine and fiz-tree; yet thore gentlemen are 
construed into commanders, and receive double 
rations, Often, too, it happens that the same offi- 
cer is paid in two or three capacities. 

A select committee had reported in favor of re- 
forming the abuses in the navy. He thought re- 
form was much more required in the army. He 
was in favor of giving oflicers fixed allowances, as 
in tbe navy. While on this part of the subject, he 
would cai] the attention of the committee te a_ bill, 
which was not hi-, and for which he claimed no 
credit whatever—tor he had received it through an 
anonymous source—but whese author was evi- 
dently acquainted practically with the subject. 
This bill he hoped to have printed, and referred to 
gentlemen who had a knowledge of the subject, 
several of whom he named—Miessrs. UnpErwoop 
of Ky., PenDieton of Ohio, McKay of North Car- 
olina, and several of his own colleagues. The 
first principle of the bill to which he referred, was 
that of allowing a fixed compensation. If the 
present fixed al!owance was not enough, give more; 
and let the Government know, and the officer also, 
when he receives his commis-ion, how much he is 
to have per annum. ‘Then there would be no in- 
centive to officers to eke ont their pay; no intasion 
of mercenary, Swiss <pirit,in their ranks. Let not 
the army be regarded as a number of men fighting 
fer pay; but as men occupying posts of honor and 
responsibili'y, as the defenders of their country. 

He knew there was a prejudice in the army 
against reform, and that the oflicers pronounced it 
innovation. This was natural on their pari, and 
he did not censure them for their opinions. These 
Opinions were the necessary consequence of that 
esprit du corps which prevailed amongst them. 
We woul be under the same influence, if any one 
should propose reforms in Congress. He did not, 
therefore, look at objections from that quarter; for 
they came with less weight from those wh» were in- 
terested, 

He would now say a fev words in explanation 
of his course on the navy bill. He confessed he 
did not understand it, and thought the estimates of 
the Secretary too high. But he was told, by those 
competent to jadge, that they were necessary to 
the service; and he voted for the supplies, believing 
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it was better to appropriate o 

portant and exposed arm of our national defeuce. 
He had not, however, voted for any increase of the 
navy. 

In considering this bill, he thought they should 
look to the strong box, and remember the condi- 
ion of thetreasury. Tey had appropriated more 
money already than they had in pos-ession; and no 
time was so groper as this for retrenchmeat. The 
amendment before the committee, he would re- 
mark, cutoff the men, but appropriated the money. 
Why appropriate the money, if the men were to be 
taken off? A gentleman near him said the money 
could not be spent without the men. In reply, he 
asked, what was there to hinder the Executive 
from filling up the lines of the army, when there 
wes money appropriated to pay them? Under the 
transfer power, money appropriated for one object 
might be expended, by authority of the President, 
for another; so that there was a possibility—he 
would not say probability, for his acquaintance with 
the present President led him to believe that, in bis 
hands, the power would not be used, unless in a 
case of the clearest necessity—of a misapplication 
of the money. Therefore, he argued that, as it 
was proposed to reduce the men, so, also, the money 
should be reduced in proportion. But this reduc- 
tion of the amount of money should not be con 
fine to this single item: tue most expensive, and 
most liable to abuses, had not yet been reached. 
The gentleman trom Tennessee [Mr. C. Jounson] 
said it Was necessary to keep some officers, in or- 
der to sustain the service. There was force in the 
idea; but he believed a reduction was not only 
practicable, but called for by considerations of pub- 
lie daty. He was, therefore, in favor of an essen- 
tial reduc'ion, though the exact number could not 
now be arcertained. Congress, he feared, would 
be in session much longer. In all probability, it 
would sit until the result of the negotia‘ion between 
the United States and England was made known. 
As there was no other ‘speck of war,” he saw no 
obstacle to a reduction of the army. Should cir- 
cumstances occur to require an increase, was not 
the present organization of the army too feeble 
even to begin with?’ In case of war, immediate re- 
sort would be had to a direct tax, to a loan, to mi- 
litia, to volunteers, and to the establishment of re- 
cruiling Officers inevery part of the country. As 
the amendment before the committee proposed a 
prospective and gradual diminution of the army, 
he felt warranted in voting for its adoption. 

Mr. LOWELL coscurred must fully in the 
principles generally laid down by the honorable 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Gitmer] who had 
just taken his seat, that it was contrary to the genius, 
as well as the true policy, of the Governmeni of 
the United States to maintain a Jarge standing ar- 
my in timeof p2ace; but he perhaps might differ 
with him as to what might probably be considered 
as such; and, in the possibility of difficulties arising 
out of cur present relations with Great Britain, he 
thought he should also differ with him as to the 
propriety of making any readuction in our present 
military establishment. 

It was very seldom that he ever attempted to 
speak on that floor, and he did not intend then to 
ask the attention of the committee fer a great 
length of time; though he felt that the situation of 
the State ke had the honor in part totepresent here 
was stich, that he should be doing injustice to its 
citizens if he did net take the opportunity to make 
a few remarks, to show how the present question 
in some measure affected her interests. While he 
admitted that it was not the genius and policy of 
this Goverament to maintain a largestanding army 
in time cf peace, he thought it would be conceded 
by all that we ought to maintain some army. We 
certainly need that the commancing points of the 
country, both on the mari'ime and inland frontier, 
should be fortified and furnished with such num- 
bers of men and munitions of war as are neces- 
sary not only to protect the public property, bet to 
repel invasion; and we need, in addition, as had beer 
justly remarked by the gentleman from North Car- 
olina, [Mr. McKay,] askeleton of an army, con- 
sisting of officers of all the grades and portions of 
the different descriptions of military corps that would 
be wanted in time of actual war, as a nucieus 
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e money to that most im- {| around which an efficient military estab!i-hment 


might be readily formed when required for the de- 
fence of thecountry. We should, therefore, in his 
opinion, keep up, even in time of peace, sucha 
body of military men as, if not commensurate with 
the geographical extent, population, and resources 
of the country, would at least bear some relation to 
them. In intimate connexion with this subject, 
while he should object to a large navy, yet he 
would keep upsuch a naval establishment as would 
be sufficient to protect our commerce, which was 
spread over every sea; and such a one as would 
cause the American flag to be respected, even if 
borne at the mast-head of one of our small schoon- 
ers. lf wecompared our little army of 12,000 men 
with the army of Great Britain, consisting of some 
120,000 or 150,000 men—if we compared it with 
the army of France, amounting to 260,000 men; or 
with the army of Russia, the amount of which he did 
not exactly know—probably some 500,000 men;— 
if we compared our little army with any of these, 
making all necessary allowances for the difference 
of geographical situation, habits, and feeling of 
the people, we could not come to the conciu- 
sion that ours was too large, or more than 
equivalent to the wants of the country. Then, 
again, if we compared our little navy of six- 
y eight ships of every description, large and 
small, with .he five or six hundred ships ot Great 
Britain, or with the navy of France; and especially 
if we took into consideration the fact that the num- 
ber of our merchant ships and seamenare little infe- 
rior to those of England, and vastly supericr both 
to those of France and Russia, we must alsocome to 
the same conclusion, that our navy is not more than 
sufficient for our wants. We do not (said Mr. L.) 
require as large an army and navy as those of Eng- 
land; but if we intend to maintain our rank among 
the first class of the nations of the globe, we must keep 
up such an army and navy as will command the 
respect of all. Entertaining these views, he had 
voted, ever since he had a seat in Congress, for ail 
appropriations that had been asked for by the va- 
rious heads of the executive departments for the 
army and navy, as well as for fortifications. He 
had uniformly voied for all appropriations for ob- 
jects of this nature, though the State he had the 
honor in part to represent had been most strangely 
and unjustly neglected; and he should contiaue to 
do so, till he was convinced that all had been done 
that the defence of the country required. In the an- 
nual speech of the first President of the United 
States, (for it was the custom of the first President 
to communicate his views to Congress by a speech, 
in person, instead of by message as now,) delivered 
on the 3d December, 1793, he found (Mr. L. said) 
this advice; and he would particularly call the at- 
tention of the committee to what he was abeut to 
read, for he would assure them that he’ was not 
submitting his remarks for homeconsamption, Mr, 
L. here read an extract from General Washinton’s 
speech to Congress, in which he recommends to 
Congress measures for the fulfilment of our duties to 
the restof the world; and says, that without putting 
ourselyes in a position of complete defence, we 
shall not be abdle to exact justice from others; that 
there is a rank due the United States among 
the nations of the world, which would be witbheld, 
if not absolutely lost, by ‘seing in a defenceless po- 
sition; that if we desired to avoid insult, we must 
be abie to repel it; and if we desired peace, we 
must show that we are at all times prepared for 
war, &c., &c. That (said Mr. L.) was the advice 
of him who had been justly denominated the Father 
of his Country; snch were the sentiments of him 
who was first in war, first in peace, and first in the 
hearts of his countrymen. He recollected reading 
that speech when he was a boy, and he was free to 
confess (though it might be considered weakness 
on his part) that it made an impression on his mind 
which never could be eradicated; and he trusted that 
the time would never come when that advice would 
be neglected by an American Congress. 

But, for the sake of argument, suppose that the 
army and navy were a little lareer than was neces- 
sary for a peace establishment; he asked if this was 


a proper time to aliempttheir reduction. It was 


| buta short time ago that war between this country 
\ and Great Britain seemed inevitable. Numerous 
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questions, some of them of a grave nature, yet re- 
mained uusetile’; and althougha special minister 
had been sent to this country by Great Britain, with 
the view to the adjustment of the subjec's that 
were in controversy, yet it was exceedingly uncer- 
tain how ithe negotiations would terminate. 
said that Great Britain had manifested a strong 
disposition foran amicable arrangemert of her dif- 
ferences with us. He hoped that this was true, and 
that the pending negotiations might result in an 
honcrable peace. But !ci us not deceive ourselves; 
let us not be deceived by the syren song of peace, 
peace, lest we may ‘ind that there is no peace. Lord 
Ashburton came to our shores—and he would call 
the attention of the committee to this singie fact— 
he came to our shores in a ship of war of the first 
class, with a full complement of men and guns;and 
he arrived atoneof our ports, where there was 
not a sufficiency of soldiers in the fort to offer him 
a national salute. Let us not (said Mr. L.,) deceive 
ourselves; for we cannot deny that the British Gov: 
ernment, while she holds ont the emblems of peace, 
at the same time wields the sword; and it might be 
that Lord Ashburton is sent here to choose for him- 


It was 


self whether he will have peace or war. It wa 
true, that some of our large seaports were well 
defended with forts, as well as men and munitions 


of war; but how was it witha large portion of our 
frontier, botls oa the seaboard and the lakes—ithe 
Gulf frontier end the inland frontier? How was 
it with regard to the State of Mainc? Some gent’e- 
men seemed to forget that there was any such State. 
Here Mr. L. cribed the exposed and unforti- 
fied situation of the State of Maine, 300 miles of 
inland frontier, and 300 or 400 miles ‘ 
board; and said that, though the Government had 
sentout (flicers to make surveys, who had made their 
reports, yet the defences of til ne- 
glected. His State (Mr. L. said) was, 
thing into consideraticn, more exposed, both by 
land and sea, than any Staie inihe Union. He 
then referred to | ve bu t 
ing carried on in Maine, to the large am unt of her 
tonnage, and tothe extent and vaiue of 
merce, to 
has exposed without protecti 

He had before observed how injudicieus it would 
be to reduce our army, inthe presentur 
of our reiations with Great Britain. Notwithstand- 
ing the impression Was generally prevalent that the 


negotiations would terminate favorably, vet it was 


on the sea- 


were 





} © | , y 
now how vast anamount ¢ 


eitled state 





unsafe to rely too strongly on sucka result. [twas 
but a short time ago that thcy were officia!!y in- 
formed that the Florida war might be considered 


as ended; and yet the Delegaie from that Territory 
read the other day, in his place,an account of a 
shocking massacre, showing that the war was sti!l 
raging in all its horrors. To say nothing of ovr 
difficulties with Mexico, (for he did not believe that 
we had much to apprehend fiom that country,) what 
were out 


relations with England? There was the 


dispute in relation to our Northeastern boundary, 
which the gentleman from Massachusetts {Mr. 


CusHiNs] said the other day was perbaps the grav- 
est question that we Lad ever been cai'ed on*to ne- 
gotiate. There was the attack on and the burn- 
ing of the Caroline, and the murder of Durfee; the 
invasion of our territory in the occupation of Ore- 
gon; there was the Creole affair; the seizure of our 
ships on the western coastof Africa, 
of our fishing vessels in 


and the seivure 


the Bay of Fundy. 'nad- 


dition to this, was the fect that there were at this 
moment four miliary posts, occupied by British 
troops, Within the territ belonging to Maine, 


and which is now in dispute between the two coun- 
iries. While Great Britain w trenetheni y hore 
self everywhere, erecting fortifieatio: 
tiers, and deiendizg them with men and arms; 
while she was increasing her military defences in 
Canada, creating agreat military 
Bermuda; and, in short, « ying a perfect cordon 
around us, we, good ea n, were crying peace, 
peace, and, ia the langnage of the gentleman 
from Virginia, (Mr. Gitmer] cannot see a speck 
of war in the whole horizon. If the gentleman 
could not see a speck of war in the British oceu- 
pation of territory which as much ours as the 
gronnd on which the Carito! stands, he did not 


On our tfrone- 


and nava! depot in 





LY 


| 
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know what he would consider a speck of war. 
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Mr. L. 


ale (avor: 


would termin- 

nd that peace woul Lt 
on honorable terms; tor ue w aiva ior peace, 
when ii could be preserved Wiihont a 
national honor. Though he looked upon war asa 
ereat evil, he regarded national ignominy suill 
vreater. But as to the terms. Had the Legisla- 


trusted that the negotiation 


- . } 
rhle : a > nreserved 


sacrifice of 


ture of Maine chosen comm ners to come here 
: . 9 oN 
in order to sel! a port of her territory! INO; 


were Cno: 


they en for no such purpose. They wou! 
reject, with scorn, any proposition of Lord Ash- 
burton for the purchase of any portion of their soil; 
and, if a proposition was made to divide the terri- 
tory in dispute, they would reject that also. Thea 
on what terms were we to have peace? ‘In regard 
to that boundary question, the only terms that 
would be satisfactory to Maine would be anex- 
change of territory for territory. Ii we should give 
up any portion of our American soil, it must be 
in exchange for British soil of equal value; and ii 
we grant them the right of way through that ‘erri- 
tory, we must have, as an equivalent for it, the free 
navigation of the St. John’s. Mr. L. then gavea 
brief and comprehensive history of the origin of 
the dispute between the two countries, in relation 
to that portion of Maine, with the 
origin, progress, and iermination the various ne- 
gotiations that had been carried on with a view to 
its adjustment, for the purpose of showing that we 
ought not to be too sanguine as to a speedy seitle- 
ment of a question that the British Government 
had so long delayed. After which, he concluded 
by a recapitulation of his objections to any reduc- 
tion of our military establishment in the present 
posture of our affairs. 

~ Mr. MERIWETHER spoke in favor of the re- 
duction of the army proposed; i 


lid not go far 
1o meet his views. If the couniry was in 
been i 


the territory « 










but it « 


enoven 


danger of war, as had ated as an argu- 
ment in opposition to the reduction of the army, why 
did not the gentlemen using if propese to raise the 
army to the war standard? He ¢ idered the army 
useless, and an incubus on the country in time of 


as now composed, he did not 
vund very valuable in time of 
war. In justice to the Western people, on whose 
borders were so many Indian tribes, he w 
tain the two regiments of cavalry; but he would 
cut down two regiments of infantry, and also the 
staff of the army, which was much too large for the 
present ariay; in fact, too large for an army of 


) 
peace; and the army, 


CONCEIVE would be 1¢ 


uid ie- 


20 000 men. He was willing to cut down every 
increase over the act of 1838, by which a 
saving would beeffected of $1,024,000. He 
proposed that Di reaucuon uid Be prospect- 


ive, If it were fixed for. the Ist of January next, 
they would know, cre that day, what would be the 
probable termination of the controversy with Eng- 
land; and, if the result were to be a collision, Con- 
gress would meet again before the reduction would 
take effect, and could repeal the act reducing the 


me a Be . = 
army in one day. 








The CLerk, at the desire of the gentleman 
from Georgia, read his proposition more in detail, 
as follows: 

* Provided, That ‘he recruiting service shall ¢ hi 
| fJ lst at W h umber ol regin ts of 

ryshall be reduced to six, and the number of companies 

i ach regiment ofarullery and infantry, and the number of 

i a missioned officers, li iclans ia each 

LIV, rumber o and if 8, sl ver 

be re fio th umber fixed bv t ed *A ac 

) 1 wd fix t vu estas e United 

s ppl 1M h 21s tnd urth ihat 

iti e lst January, 1543, there s \ »x el 
1 wi my the l = S,anviien 

emo ! han were ywed and vid 
re of the aj f said a And 
he President United Sra’ may, 1s re atier 
i ! ‘ hes dreei ra 31 Lree) 
i i i they all i IV pay onlv asi 
i A 1 inn ( mp h 
unde h regimes f infantry shall be discharged: 
i pani artijlery to | i 1 sl be those 
added to regiment by the act of the 7th July, 153s,’ 


nA nm 
avi i 


r. MeRIweTHER then proceeded to reply to 
the arguments of gentlemen who had preceded 
him; some of whom contended that the present 
army afforded only ene :nan to every half mile of 
our frontier. To this he replied, that ali our fron- 
tier was not assailable, and did not require defence. 
And, again, to gentlemen who said we had only 
one soldier to 17,000 inhabitants, he asked what 
this country wanted with a large standing army. 


a 





England and the English army had been pointed 
to; but did this country, like England, require an 
armed soldiery to whip her subjects into cbedience? 
This was acountry ot laws, and the laws here were 
enforced legally, and not at the point of the bayonet. 
He was convinced reduction was necessary; and 
for a reduction he should give his vole. 

Mr. McKEON, after expressing the surprise he 
felt, atthe commencement of the session, on dis- 
covering that estimates had come from the War 
Department which required appropriations ex- 
ceeding $11,000,000, stated his determination to 
vote for a reduction of the army, as he had voted 
for a reduction of the navy. He had seen much 
in this House of the war spirit, and he heard much 
of the cry of blood; but while they were so en- 
gaged, they seemed to forget the tax paying peo- 
ple, not one cf whom but would say to each of 
them, if they reduced the expenditures of the Gov- 
ernment, “*Well done, good and faithful servant.” 
He was willing to take his share of the responsi- 
bility of reducing the army; and if that was ‘‘dem- 
agoguism,” he would take his share of it 

Mr. DAVIS requested the gentleman from New 
York to give way for a motion to rise, to which he 
assented; but, on a division, it was found that a 
quorum was not in attendance. 

The committee then rose, and reported that fact 
to the House; and then the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Turspay, May 31, 1842. 

At the hour of 12 o’elock, Mr. Dicxins, the 
Secretary of the Senate, rose and called the Senaie 
to order. He stated that he had received a com- 
munication addressed to the Senate of the United 
States, which he rea‘, as follows: 

To the Senate of the United States: 

The members of the Senate have, for some time 
past, been informed that I have been much indis- 
posed. Ihave not been able to perform the duties 
of President pro tem. with punctuality, and ina 
way sativfactory to myself. My indisposition, for 
tae present continues; and, to prevent the possi- 
bility of either private or public interests being 
neglected, I feel constrained to resign the place 
which your kindness, under the Constitution, laws, 
and rules, conierred on me; and, at the same 
lime, to tender the expression of all the regard 
and good-will towards you, individually and col- 
lectively, which your kind and respectiul conduct 
towards me has beenso well calculated to produce. 

I am, respectfully, &c. &e. 
SAM’L L. SOUTHARD. 
Fredericksburg, Va., May 30, 1842. 

Mr. BERRIEN said, as the unfinished business 
before the Senate was the apportionment bill, which 
was under the charge of the committee of which 
he was a member, (the Judiciary Committee,) he 
hoped it would not be considered out of place for 
him to submit a motion that the Senate proceed to 
organize itself by the election of a Presiden: pro 
tempore. 

The motioa heing agreed to, the Senate proceed- 
ed to ballot. The following is the result: 

FIRST BALLOT. 

Whole number of votes given 45; necessary to a 

choice 23— 


Mr. Mangum received - 22 
King ” > 14 
Bayard e - q 
Sevier ee - 1 
Kerr ” - 1 
Tatimadge “ - 1 
Clayton - 1 

1 


Blank 4g . 
There being no election, the Senate proceeded to 
ballot again; and the following was the result of 
THE SECOND BALLOT: 
Whole number of votes given 45; necessary to a 
choice 23 -- 


Mr. Mangum received ” 23 
Bayard - . 13 
King me - 7 
Talimadge ‘“ - 1 


Waiker a . 1 
Mr. Maneum having received a majority of 


the whole number of votes given, was declared to 
be duly elected President pro tem. 
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Mr. MANGUM, on being conducied to the chair 
by Messrs. Preston and Mier, addressed the 
Senate as follows: 

Senators: Although I feel myself to be almost 
without experience, so far as regards the discharge 
of the duiesof the station which your courtesy 
has conferred Upon me; and, in a great degree, un- 
acauainted with the rules by which the Senate is 
governed in the transaction of its business; yet, 
knowing as I do the high characier, standing, and 
intelligence of its members, I shall rely with un- 
feigned confidence upon their forbearance; and 
with an honest desire to discharge the duties of 
President pro tempore in the best manner which 
my humble abilities will permit, 1 may be per- 
mitted to hope that, with the co-operation of that 
enlightened moderation for which the Senate is so 
eminently distinguished, the business of this body 
may sustain no essential injury from the confer- 
ring so distinguished a mark of your confidence 
upon so humble an individual. 

The journal of proceedings of yesterday was 
now read. 

Mr. LINN having expressed his regret that dis- 
ease continued to press heavily on the late Pres- 
ident pro tem , moved the foliowing resolutions: 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate be presented to the 
Hon. Samvuer L. SovTHarp for the ability and courtesy with 
which he has discharged the duties of the President pro tem. 
of the Senate. 

Resolved, That the Senate regret the indisposition of the 
Hon. BAMUEL L. Sovinarp, which has occasioned his ,resig- 
nauon, 


The resolutions were then adopted. 

Mr. BAYARD presented a memorial from New- 
castle county, Delaware, from farmers, traders, 
and manufacturers, in which they express the con- 
viction that it is important for the preservation of 
the great interesis of the country that there should 
be established a proiective tariff: referred to the 
Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. MILLER presented a memorial from Sus- 
sex county, New Jersey, praying for sucha revis- 
ion of the tariff as will afford sufficient revenue, 
and give protection to horae industry: referred to 
the Commitiee on Manuiactures. 

Mr. KING said he had been waiting for some 
gentleman on the other side to move the resolution 
which was usual on the election of a presiding 
officer;—that is, to inform the President ‘of the 
United States, and the other House, of the fact of 
such election. But as no Senator had indicated an 
intention of doing so, he would move the following 
order: 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate wait on the Pres 
ident of the United States, and inform him that the Senate nave 
elected the lion. Wittie P. Mansum Presideut pro fer. ,in the 
place of the Hon. Samvet L. Sovrwanp, who resigned; and 
that the Secretary also notify the House or the fact. 

The question was put, and the order was 
adopted. 

Mr. BAYARD asked that the resolution for the 
appointinent of a corps of reporters for the Senate 
be taken up and read the second time; but 


Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a memorial 
from citizens of Connecticut, remonstrating 


against the passage of a bill passed by the House, 
making Stonington, Connecticut, a pori of entry; 
which was reierred to the Committiee on Com- 
merce having charge of that bill. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, to wrich had been referred 
House bill entitled ‘An act for the relief of George 
Mayfield,” reported the same back with an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported back, without amendment, 
House till to 
Wiscasset. 

Mr. LINN, fron the Committee on Privat- 
Land Claims, made aspecial report or she ciaim of 
Prancis Ricard to an island in the Mississipp1 
river; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BERRIEN, frcm the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which bad been referred the petition of 
Ricaard Harris and Nimrod Farrow, and the ques- 
tion of the legality of a ceriain award to these gen- 
tlemen by Congress, reported, as the opinion of that 
commitice, that said award was not legally bind- 
ing, either «n the Government, cr the parties te 
which it was made; but that the question was still 


extend the collection 


district of 
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open to both parties for further investigation. On 
motion, the committee was discharged from the 
further consideration of ‘the subject. 

Mr. EVANS asked that the resolution he had 
offered on yesterday, authorizing the Secretary of 
the Senate to pay out of the contingent fund the 
usual compensation to the several messengers and 
laborers in the emp!oy of the Senate who have not 
been appointet by anthority of law, might be taken 
up. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut desired to bring the 
notice of the Senate to a private bill pending be- 
fore it, which humanity, if not justice, induced him 
to ask the consideration of. {t was a bill passed 
by the House for the relief of two old ladies—Mrs. 
Elizabeth Pearce, and Mary M. Telfair, of Con- 
necticut. I had been reported back from the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims of the Sen- 
ate, with an amendment. ‘The bill proposes 
to give seven hundred acres of land to those 
ladies, for the revolutionary services of their 
parent. They have been waiting two years the 
action of Congress, until they have exhausted their 
litle means. hey havea brother who is a luna- 
lic, depending on them. The little house which 
they owned has been sold from over them, and they 
are now left destitate of a homeand of means. He 
trusted, therefore, that the calls of humanity and 
justice would restrain any Senator from opposing 
the motion be submitted, to take up the bill and 
dispose of it. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON was opposed to giving it 
preference over other bills. If the Senate was 
lisposed to take up the resolution desired by the 
Senator from Maine, {Mr. Evans,] and pass it, he 
would not object; but, if not, he should feel himself 
calied upon io move that the Senate take up the 
apportionment bil! 

Mr. BERRIEN concurred with the Senator from 
Connecticut, [Mr. Smirn,] that this was a case 
which made a strong appeal to the feelings of hu- 
manity and sense of justice of Senators; and he 
hoped, therefore, no objection weuld be urged to 
the consideration of the bill now. He had under- 
stood that the Senator from Maine [Mr. Evans] 
had withdrawn his motion, for the purpose of ad- 
mitiing the motion of the Senator from Connecii- 
cut, (Mr. Smira.] 

Mr. EVANS said that he had done so. 

The question was put on the motion of Mr. 
Smivu ot Connecticut, and agreed to; and 

The bill for the relief of Elizabeth Pearce and 
Mary M. Telfair, daughters and beirs of I-rael 
Tellair, was taken up as in committee of the 
whole. 

Mr. CLAYTON explained that he felt it his 
duty to state that, since the action of the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims, cf which he was a mem- 
ber, on this bill, he had ascertained that the amend- 
ment adopted by that committee, limiting the 
amount of the claim, was improper; and he was 
satisfied that the old ladies were entitled to the en- 
tire claim. He hoped, therefore, the amendment 
would be rejected. 

The questi:n was put on cencurring with the 
amendment of the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, and it was non-concurred in. 

The bill was then reported to the S:nate, read 
the third time, and passed. 

Mr. KING presented a memorial from citizens 
of the town of Fairfield, in the county of Pickens, 
Alabama, praying a change in a mail-route; 





which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Ofhce 
and Post Road 

On motion of Mr. 
ceeded to the consi 
whole, of 

THE APPORTIONMENT BILL. 

The question pending when the Senate »:'journed 
yesterday, was the amendment of the Judiciary 
Committee to the second section of the bill, and 
the motion of the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. ALLEN. ] 
to strike out that entire section, covering the amend- 
ment of the Committee on the Judiciary, (which 
is in italics.) The section proposed to be stricken 
out is in the following words: 

Sec. 2. And he it further e) ted, That, in every case 
when a State is entitled ta more than one Representative, [ihe 
number io which each State shall be entitled under this appor 
tionment shall be elected by districts, composed of contiguous 


WALKER, the Senate pro- 
jeration. as in committee of the 
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territory, equal in number tothenumber of Representatives to 
which said State may be entitled 


no one district electing more 
than one Representat 


Jaund the electionin such State shall, 
ut aws thereof, be made by districts, such districts 
shall be composed of contiguous territory, and each shall con- 
presentative population equal ‘to the number which, 

eris‘ing ratio, sha equired for one member, as 
nearly as may be; and no une disirict shall elect more than 


fain are 


th 
vy hh 


ne menvboer. 

Mr. ALLEN observed that he had submitted a 
motion to strike out the whole amendment; but 
Was informed it was not in order, and that the ques- 
tion should first be on the commitice’s amendment. 
He would, therefore, for the present, not press his 
motion. He supposed it would be quite immate- 
rial whether the principle of districting the States 
should be discussed on a motion to adopt the 
amendment of the committee, or on the motion to 
strike out the whole section. He was, of course, 
opposed to the section in any shape; for he did not 
think the committee’s amendment altered the prin- 
ciple to which he was opposed. He was, however, 
opposed to that amendment, because it is calculated 
to act unequally, leaving some of the States to 
adopt the general-ticket system, if they please, but 
compelling those who adopt the district system to 
act according to the diciation of Congress. He did 
not, at the pre-ent moment, mean to go into the dis- 


| cussion of the question of power, but would state 


one or two facis, to show the impracticability of 
carrying out, with justice or equity, the district sys- 
tem. He would advert to the census of Virginia, 
which was taken in subdivisions, numerous and 
unequal. In Ohio the census was taken in town- 
ships of five miles square. In several of the States 
it was taken by counties, there being no subdivis- 
ions. He mentioned several of those States in which 
it was taken by counties, and it would not, therefore, 
be mathematically possible to dis'rict those States. 
Suppose the ratio was 50,000, and three counties 
were requisite to make ug one disirici: one county 
would have 20,000, another 10,000, another 30,- 
000, making 60,000—and leaving a fraction of 
19,000 to be turned over to some other district. He 
pointed out other difficuities which would arise. 
People were accustomed to vote on one ticket in 
the counties in which they live; but, according to 
the district system, @ man living in Ross county, 
in Ohio, attached to one district, instead of voting 
for a candidate personally known to him, might be 
called into Fairfield to vote for the Representative 
of another district, whom he knew nothing about. 
He threw out these general remarl+ rather to elicit 
the opinions of others, than to offer them as his 
main arguments on the subject. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON observed that he preferred 
the second section of the bill as it came from the 
House of Representatives, without the modification 
proposed by the Judiciary Committee of the Senate. 
He wonld state his reasons: the principal of which 
was, that he could not admit any doubt of either 
the constitutional power of Congress over ihe mat- 
ter, or the expediency of exercising that power at the 
present time. 

He should confine his observations to those two 
points—the consiitutionalily and the expediency of 
the measure. 

liis first proposition was, that the power which 
creates aconstitution is the constitution itself. 

Next, that the Constitution, being the source of 
the power possessed by Congress to regulate the 
authority, must necessarily be the power to create 
as well as to regulate. And as the Constitution 
says “Congress may at any time, by law, make or 
alter such regulations,” he contended that there 
was no limit as to the alteration which might be 
made by a law of Congress. The Constitution says 
‘the times, places, asd manner of holding elections 
for Senators aad Representatives, shall be prescribed 
in each State by the Legislature thereof; but the 
Congress may at any time, by iaw, make or alter 
such regulations, except as to the places of choos- 
ing Senators.” 

This clause, as he construed it, operates on the 
States in two ways—binding them to conform to 
the alterations made by Congress when they (the 
States) originate action themselves; and, next, 
when they do not act till Congress originates the 
action. And it is evident that Congress has a 
plenary power over the S'ates. It is only when 


Congress does not exercise this power that the 
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Siates shall arcise it; because, if Cong 
not exercise the power, then it is made the cuty of 
the State Legislatures to exercise it. On 


@> Goes 


ine part 


of Co: gress it is discretionary. He would refer to 
the objections urged against this: first, that Con 
gress has no powerto act at ail; second, th: f 
there is ali, powcr, it is Oniy when ihe States hav 
declined to act; and, third, that i: Cengr has the 
power, it must be a power in spite of the States, 


and therelore it overrides all State laws cn th 
ject, which would take away the sovereign powet 
of the State altogether. Another objection is, that 
if Congress make make, it must specify; if it alters, 
it must also speciiy; i must make toe districts 
without the inte: ference of the State Legislatures, 
ornot a all, This was one of the objections 
which he hoped he had s'ated fairly. But what he 
contended was the true doctrine, was, that if Con 
gress does not interiere to regulate 


, the States may, 
aod then only 


Hie contended that the power of 


Congress was plenary, except with regard to place 
for the election of Senator’; for the power to make 
or alter, implies the power to reguiat the Ssubdject, 


leaving nothing !o State Legislatures but conform- 
ily to 11s regulations, or the power to regulate the 
subject partially. 

The Coustiiution does not direct Congress how 
far it sha!! go; but says the S.ates may regulate 
time, manner, or place—Congress having the 


b 


power to alfer; which he consirned into a power t 


Lo) 

t 
make pariial reguiations of the time, manner, and 
place. If the power of Congr lid net reach to 


this, it would be a wsele power. Suppose as to 
time: if the States appointed Sunday for election, 
might not Congt change the time? Or 
the State selected an extreme corner 
would not Congress have 
piace? 
directed that no ene should vote except in writing, 
and that in German text, or any particular charac- 
ter; would not Congress have ar ght to interfere 
as to manner? If it has, Congress musi have 
power to alter time, place, and manner; but in 
this bill it only proposed to a! the manner. 

He contenied tha’ the term ‘“‘manner’ 
several objects, such as voting by ballot, viva voce, 
&c. He supposed many other postulates (rom 


iIppose 
ine state, 
aright to interfere as | 
7 ‘ 


‘yy | a", 
nen, aS to manner: Suppose the state 


implies 


il 


which he deduced the power of Congress to provide 
fora system either ot election 


by districts or by 
general tcket. 


He pointed out what he considered analogous 
cases, such as the appellate jurisdiction of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, which could not 
be exercised till Congress passed laws to authorize 
tt. The power lies dormant til! authorized by law 
to be exercised. So it was with regard to the sub- 
ject now under consideration. Whatever Congress 
may do on the subject, is a regulation: it is not an 
order, it isaregulation in relation to i's own organ- 
ization, according to the power given in the Con- 


stitution—Congress having the discretion to make 


this reguiation entire or only par ial. ‘ neress 
makes the principle, and the Constitation makes it 
the duty of the Siaies to conform to the principle. 


the States; it is the Constitution. 
Mr. BUCHANAN asked if Congress was to 
make regulations fer itself or for the 


Mr. HUNTINGTON continued, that it was the 
Constitution that regulated ihe Siates—nolt Congres 
Congress made regulations in relation to its own 
organization, which the Constitation says the States 
shall carry out: 


It is not Congress that exercises any control over 


| 


ates? 


that Was his answer. 


As to the expediency of exercising {] nor 


rei is power. 
he would say a few words. The S nator from 
Ohio supposes the law cannot be practically earried 
into effect, on account cf the diversily which has 
prevailed in the manner of taking the census 
There was one answer to this-which met the whole 
objection, it was ths: that wherever the district 
system has been attempted, there has been found 


no practical diiheuity. There would not be any 


difficulty if sentiemen came to the subject witha 
disposition to district the State Anather of the 
Senator’s objections was, that the citizens of Ohio 


were accustomed to vote upon one ticket, and any 
new regulation would be sucha novelty to them 
that they could not endure it. He denied that 
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there Was any thing s¢ und in this object on, and ne || 


hou'd not theretore dwe!l upon it 

He stated the advattages of obtaining entire 
ul rmity throughout the Union. inat was the 
design cf the Constitution; and there 


We no possid way ot reaching this unilormily 


ov} ct and 


»show Mr. Madison’s opinions n this sv ject 
He quoted several passages from Mr, Madi on’s 
reports of the debates in the Virginia conveniion. 
He aleo referred to the cebates in the Mas-sachu- 
setts convention, and quoted passages frou speeches 
made on that oceari on. 

In the original draught of the Constitution, made 
by Mr. Pincknev, there was nota word said about 
the action of Congress to regulate or interfere in 
the election. It was not ull Mr. Rutledge’s report 
was made, that the proposition was brougnt for- 
ward. When it eame before the Convention, Mr. 
Reed moved to amen! the propostiion, by sinking 
out the word ‘‘their,” before regulations, making 
the word “regniutions” general. He contended 
that but one inference couli be drawn from al 
this; and it was, that Congress snould exercise the 
most ample and plenary power over the whole sub- 


CCl. 

The great beneiit would be, that there would be 
one entire uniform system, which woald overthrow 
ine system of gerrymandering which has acted so 
unfairly where the general-ticket system prevails. 
Another great benefit which would ai 
] 


e from the 
distvict system, won'd be, to give a voice to the 
minority, that otherwise wou'd be effec'ually 
ilenced under the general tiixet system. Mhnor- 
ities were the Conservative power ol the country; 
and they ought no! to be deprived of their voice in 
the Nauonal Legislaiure. 

This was heretofore the true Democratic prin- 
ciple; but now, it seems, it is not Democratic enough 
for Congress 

Mr. WRIGHT was influenced by a sense of 
duty to occupy the time ef the Senate fora short 
period. He was glad be had the opportunity so 
through within 
an hour, so as net to prolong the day’s discussion 
inconveniently. Ee was surprised at such a pro- 
visicn as the second clause in this bill being urged 
at thistime: but for this the Senate was not, ol 
course, responsibi He could not belp thinking it 
strange that, for the first time since the commence- 
meant of this Government, Congress should be called 
upon to exercise a power which, if it exists at all, 
it has not hitherto bern considered either wise or 
expedient to exercise; and no reasen had been 
shown for its exercise now. He read from the Con- 
stitulion that part of the first article which says 
“ Representatives and direct taxes shall be appor- 
tioned among the several States, according to their 
respective numbers.” 





early in the day, as he hoped to gei 


it is the right of the House to organize itself; and 
all the Senate can cv is to assist in regulating the 
nuniber cf which the House shail cons:st. 

Mr. W. here entere:i into a general review of 
the arguments adduced by the Senator from Con- 
necticut [Mr. Hunrinaton] from the debates in 


conventions; and, from the same auihorities, read 
numerous passages leading to an opposite con- 
clusion, and esta ' 
understandin 


not to act til 


lishing the fact that the general 
got the time was, that Congress was 
| the States declined to act, or had 


acted in a manner subversive of the popular rights 
secured by the Constitution to the people. He 





showed that seven of the old thirteen States, in 

ying the Constituuien, protested against the 

a-sumed by Congress to interfere with the 
manner, and place of election in the Siates. 

e showed that, although Congress mav make 

or alter regulations with regard to i'self. it cannot 


order the Siate Legislatures to obey. To compel 
by the iksue of a mandamus, to make 


will carry out the order of Congress, 





such laws as I 
would be a violent usurpation, for which there 
was not the s hadow of authority in the 
Constitution. 

He read the amendment to the second clause of 
the bill proposed by the Judiciary Committee, end 
asked what would it amount io. Suppose a State, 
having the district system, refuses to obey the dic. 





























tation of Congress, and elects her Representatives 
by the general-ticket sysiem: would Congress have 
any authority to deny those Represen'atives the 
righ! to theic places in the other House? He dis- 
carded all the idea, that if Congress may exercise 
a power, but does not choose to do so, it may issue 
its order to the Siates to exercise the power, and 
that the States are bound to obey the mandate, 

He next controverted the arguments in favor of 
Congress having the power of directing the “time, 
manner, and place” of holcing elections in the 
several Siates; the proposition at preseni not being 
to interfere with the tume or place, but with the 
“manner.” He asked what authority there was 
to assume that the word ‘*mannei” included the 
question of voting ia districts or by general ticket? 
It cannot be competent for Congress to decide for 
the States who, among their citizens, sha! be the 
voters who may ‘vote for all the members to be 
elected, or for only one of them. He objected to 
any assumption of this power; but more particu- 
larly as it could not be shown that it was :mperi- 
eusly necessary to assert and exercise it now more 
than ever. 

‘The party in power may conceive it more condu- 
Cive to its interest to establish this distriet sysiem; 
and it may be adopted. But, before there is me to 
perfect the measure, supposea different party come 
into power, and conceive it to be its interest to 
change it, and it is changed: what fluctuation and 
instabilily would be the consequence! It would 
lead toa change at every new Congress. He spoke 
in reference to no party, but to the tendency to 
produce this action by every succeeding Congress. 
The people will impuie this change to a last effort 
te maintain power for two years longer. It will 
harass and oppress them; and they will repudiate 
it. What portion of the people wher? the general- 
ticket system prevails, had called for this change? 
Was it Georgia, or any other State? What State 
complained of the general-ticket systein, that could 
not make the change itself, if it wisued for in? He 
would vo.e with the commiitee for its amendment 
first, and then, with his whole heart, to strike out 
the whole section. 

Of 58 counties in the Siateof New York, one 
only comes up to the ratio now inserted in the bill, 
The county of Oneida would send one member, and 
have a fraction of 14. The city of New York 
wouldhave 4 members. ‘The Siate would have to 
be cut into 34 Congressional districts. But when the 
scattered ‘location of these counties is considered, 
it will be found that the whole system of elections 
in the State will be deranged—for the Siate elec- 
tions and Congressional elections, according to the 
present regulations of the State, are held onthe 
same day and in the same places. He showed 
bow mischievously and iniquitously such a system 
would act. He asked what had been the conse- 
quences in Philadelphia of districting that city, but 
the grossest frauds in voting from district to district. 
There was engendered a gerrymandering vice that 
never can be cured, if the distiict sytem is adopted. 
It was theparent of the colonizing principle, which 
sends voters to sleep in a district where they have 
no habitation, ihat they may vote where thev have 
no right to vote. The only way is to leave to the 
government of the State itself the cure for such 
evils as, from circumstances, it may be neces- 
sary to correct. 

Whence this action? ho has called tor it? 
What portion of the people have complained of 
being oppressed by their own Staie Governments? 
He entreated the Senate to conside> well,’ was it 
wise and expedient to pass this law, with such a 


clause, setting aside the question of the power of 
Congress to introduce in‘o it such a c!ause atall. 


Mr. HENDERSON obtained the floor, but 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the apportionment 
bill (i! being 5 o’elock) was laid on the table, for 
the purpose of taking up the resolution, to the con- 

leration of which he had objected on yesterday, 
submitted by the Senator from Wiaine, [Mr. Evans, ] 
as follows: 


Resolved, That, until otherwise ordered, the same number 
of messengers, laborers 1 pages, employed in the Senate 
chamber, and the office of the Secretary of the Senate, be con 
tinued at the rate of daily compensation now allowed them, 
and that the clorkdn the office of the presiding officer be con 
tinued at the saine rate now allowed, 
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Mr. EVANS said the paszage of this resolution 
had been rendered necessary, in consequence of a 
provision ip the appropriation bill, restrieting the 
application of appropriations to such officers only 
as are permanent, or are expressly authorized by 
vesolutuions of the two Houses. No such resoiu- 
tion had been passed. Several messengers and 
clerks, whuse services are necessary, bave been 
heretofore paid out of the contingent fund; but the 
Secreiary does not feel himself authorized to do 
so, unier that clause in the bill. 

Messrs. BUCHANAN, KiNG, SEVIER, CAL- 
HOUN, GRAHAM, and ALLEN, saw no neces- 
sity tora clerk to the presiding officer; and Messrs. 
EVANS, WHITE, and KERR, contended thata 
clerk had been allowed heretoiere, and might, with 
propriety, be continued. 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved to amend the resolu- 
tion, by striking out that part authorizing the con- 
tinnance of suco a eleik; and to so modify it as to 
allow him for such amount as may how be due 
him for his services. 

The resolution was thus amended, and agreed to, 

The Senaie then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
‘Turspay, May 31, 1842. 

Mr. MILLER of Missouri faid on the Clerk’s 
able, under the rule of the House, the following 
peli. ions, viz: 

The petition of J. L. Henshaw, William Miller, 
and others, praying Copgress to estab!isi a post- 
road from Trenton, Biufi Grove post office, in 
Grandy county, Missouri, to William Miller’s 
mills,on Grand river: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Cifice and Post Roads. 

Petition of Allen McLane, John C. Morris, and 
others, asking Cengress to establish a postercad 
from Piatte city, Missouri, to the seats of justies of 
Buchanan, Andrew, and Holt couniies, iw said 
State: referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Pest Roads. 

Mr. GWIN offered a resolution providing that, 
on Monday next, and thereafter, during the present 
session of Congress, the House will meet at 10 
o’clocl, a. m.: adopted, 

Oa motion by Mr. RAYNER, ten thousand 
extra copies of the report of the Committee on 
Commerce, on the commercial intercourse of the 
United States with foreign nations, were ordered to 
be printed. 

Mc. BUTLER of South Carolina offered a 
vesolution directing an inquiry into the expediency 
of establisiung a mail-route in South Carclina; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. BOWNE presented the petition of fifty-six 
inhabitants of Otsego county, New York, praying 
a revision of the tariff; which was referred to the 
appropriate committee. 

Mr. CAMPBELL cf South Carolina, from the 
Committee ior the District of Columbia, reported a 
bill to suppress the vending of lottery tckeis in the 
Distric: of Columbia; which was read twice, re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STUART of Illinois, on leave, presented 
the proceedings of a public meeting recently held 
in the third congressional district of Illinois, eon- 
taining resolutions reeommending the passage of 
such a iariff bili as will provide for the debts and 
ordinary expenses «f the Government; also, recom- 
mending a reduction of the public expenditures, 
commencing wiih Congress; the reduction of the 
pay and mileage of members of Congress, and the 
abolishment of the franking privilege, except due 
ring the sessions of Congress. The resolutions hav- 
ing been read, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay them on 
ihe table; which was agreed to, 

THE ARMY BILL. 

On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, the House re- 
solved itselt into Committee of the Whole, (Mr. 
Unperwoop of Kentucky in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill making appro- 
priations for the support of the army for the year 
1842. 

Mr. McKEON, who held the floor from vester- 
day, resumed and concluded his remarks. After 
stating the several propositions before the commit- 
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tee—that of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
W. B. Camesect.}] of the gentleman from North 
Carolina, [Mr. McKay,] and of his colleague, 
{Mr. Rocsevett,}—he said he should prefer suca 
1 redvciuon as weuld bring down the army to 
2,000 ess than if \ | 


11 S prop ssed to be reduced by 
his colleague, inasmuch as great expense would 
ihereoy De ; But we were mett y arguments 


“ . : e¢ er at w~ . . - . ‘ 
agalost ary reau¢ m of ne} sent furces of the 


country. We were told that the 


ol our internal an 


present position 
{ external relations forbids sucha 
step. On yesterday he had met the main object.ons 
s, (Mr. Cusn- 
InG.] When he asked that gentleman if war was 
probable lt eet no answer. The gentleman, 
however, admitted, in his published speech, that 
was not probable. He would take up the 
position assumed by the gentleman, that if we 
redaced our army, ergo we could not compete with 
Evgland—that her 
able her to 


he 
frizhtene 


of the gentleman trom iViassachusett 





War 


forces were so great as lo en- 
overpower us, He not to be 
Qur army 
at present was neither upon a peace nor on a war 
establishment. ‘The gentleman from Massachn- 
selis, speaking of iheeffect of the proposed reduction, 
asked ‘*‘What would be the question in the heart 
of Lord Ashburton and his instructer, Lord Aber- 
deen? Would it not be, ‘How far can Great 
Biitain insist on these questions; how far is tbe 
United Si sed to concede them; and how 
far is the Uulied States in a condition to insist on 
and to battle me if 


was 
{by any suck considerations. 
t 
t 


' 
€5 Gisp 
them 
LUT, 


{ insist on these ques- 
tions?’ 


How were conditions to be extorted from 
a powerful and proud rival of the United States?” 
He would answer the questions of the gentle- 
man, by putting similar questions to Great Britain. 
How far was she in a situation to insist epon her 
claims? Lok at her internal cendition. There 
was no country inthe world which exhibited a 
more striking instance of great power, which was 
icppling from its very bottom. She had nine mil- 
jions ot Irish subjects, who were now, and would 
continue to be, in a State of guasz insurrection. 
They were obedient to the voice of the man who 
had led them thus far on the road to the attainment 
of their ju.t rights—a man who had mere moral 
influence than twenty-five regiments of British sol- 
diers—a man who would tace, with his moral 
power, allthe aims of England. That man has 
produced a state O things spoken of in the British 
House of Commons, when it was predicted that 
come when principles should be 
arms. This was the sitnation of 
the Sritish dominions. What was 
the situation of their own island? He would not 
count the men ‘re who ha! raised their voices 
against the oppre-:ions of the Government by 
thousan’s—' heir name was miilions. Already had 
three millions of Chartists united in a petition to 
the English Parliament, calling for radical changes 
in the Government, the rights of universal suffrage, 
&e. The waves of popular indignation were beat- 
ing with fury against that Governmeni—and this, 
loo, at Ns very door. 


the time would 
stituted for 
portion of 


it 
ae 











one 


But what was er condiiion in another part of 


the worl/—in China? She was there carrying on 
a war against myriads 


of men more civilized, 
stronger, and more able to resist her, than she 
imagined. They did not possess the science of 
war; yet, such were their numbers, that it would 
be with difficulty that they could be overcome. 
The bistory of South America itself afforded an 
instauce of the difficulty of subduing savages who 
were powerful in numbers. Look, too, at India, 
with her hundred and more millions of inhabit- 
ants, kept. in subjection by 98,000 British sol- 
diers. Let it be considered what an immense 
force isrequired to preserve those possessions to 
the English, and how the people there are rising to 
thro off the chrins tbat bind them to British au- 
thorni: Let it be recollected how firm the pesple 


we! ) their nalive meuntains, and how they had 


rowed and subdued 13,000 British troops. One 
hundred m ns of people, armed with the con- 
sciousness of the wrongs perpetrated upon their 


uncftending heads, defending their country against 
attempts to subdue the remnant of their freedom, 
would indeed be hard to contend with. It seemed 
as if retributive justice were coming upon Eng- 
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i| land, and the wrongs deseribed by Hasiings avenged 


by the peasant and shepherd population of the 
Affghans. 

Nor was there any good unders'anding between 
ngiand and France. The Governments of the 
two nat were eyeing each other with care, and 
waiching every movement connected with the army 
and navy of each other. 

What was the situation of English affairs on this 
side of the Atlantic? Thousands ef British subjects 
in Canada were ready for insurrection at any 
moment, and had to be kept down by force. Twen- 
ty-four regiments were stationed in Canada, to pre- 
vent the people from risiug up agaiesit the author- 
ity of the Government. If, then, Englaud were to 
commence a war with this country, from what por- 
tion of the country were her troops to come? Dan- 
iel O'Connell had declared that, in the event of a 
war with the United States, he shou'd recommend 
it to 


E 


his countrymen not to aid Kagland against us. 
And were there no difficulties in England to con- 
tend with?) As obstacles to the raising of troops 
there, he would mention her civil and political dis« 
turbances; the vast expense of her present estab- 
lishment; and last, net least, the treinendous effort 
now making io resurcitate the credit of the country 
by a tax upon the aristocracy of the kingdom. The 
fect that Lord Ashburton was here did not frighten 
him, and, he tought, shouid not have any influ- 
ence upon the deliberations of Congress. That 
ambassador would not, he imagined, be influenced 
by our movements in making any negotiations, but 
by the constitution of his own country. He had 
said, not long since, that he believed the mission 
wou'd amount io nothing. He confessed that his 
fears were somewhat removed, and he now began 
to hope ior the best. ‘The minister who introduced 
the tax in Parliament stated that he believed the 
amicable relations existing between England and 
the United States would be preserved. If, how- 
ever, Lord Ashburton looked at ovr condition, 
if he thought of the celebrated picture drawn by 
Canning of the English nation, he would be mis- 
taken in his calculation ef cur weakness, and his 
own nation’s strength. The picture of Canning, 
wherein he described the Englich people as seated 
on a throne above all others of the earth, was true 
ther—not so itow. That country was now rife with 
the elements of diseord and confusion. Did he look 
tu the United States, he would find a treasury am- 
ply sufficient for our purposes, although tt had 
been temporarily exhausted by a system of wild 
extravagance. He would see an immense terri- 
tory populated by 17,000,000 of industrious citizens. 
Let him not be misled by the idea that the spirit of 
disupion was gaining ground amongst us. He 
(Mr. McK ) believed the Union was never firmer 
than at present. There never was a time when there 
was more patriotism in the country; and on every 
question in which there was a difference with a 
foreign country, we presented an undivided front. 
There was a unanimity of feeling which could 
be more reiied on than a million of bayonets; and 
he might venture to assure Lord Ashburton that 
this unanimity extended to all questions pending 
between the two Governments, from the Maine 
boundary to the case of the Creole. He was for 
peace, but peace upon honorable terms. 

The question of the Maine boundary had been 
ably argued by the gentleman from Maine [Mr. 
Lowe Lu] on yesterday. He would say to the peo- 
ple of that State, Settle the question as you will, we 
will stand by you. He admired the spirit which had 
been manifested by ihe representatives from that 
Siate, who said to the British Government, as Na- 
poleon once said, that their people were not to be 
bought up like steck in the market. He did not 
himself understand the questicn; but believed the 
Siate of Maine had a rieht to the disputed terri- 
tory. He threw out the suggestion whether it 
would not be betier to take some equivalent for the 
land—such as the navigation of the river S:. John’s, 
or the right to fish in «he waters of Great Britain, 
fhe great question was the iand for which they 
Were contending. Whether, however, they settled 
it by obtaining the right of navigation, of fishing, 
or the land ilseif, he was willing to stand by them 
upon whatever ultimatum they might agree. He 
believed that the negotiation of the Maine question 























$. a <n 
‘ rel hp. 
pees 


PON rae Pee 








, Measures we were ad 


558 








was the secret of Lord Ashbarten’s mission; and 
in whatever settlement might be made wiih the 
commissioners appointed by the State of Maine, 
the United Sta hould acquiesce. 

Did he understand the gentioman 
chusetts [Mr. Cusine] to 
the whole British army w 


from WNlassa- 
ay that he wou'd face 
h 12.000 men-—whieh 
was the extent of cur standing army? He could 
tell that genticman that our de pendence would 
have to be upon the militia of the country. He 
was a believer in the necessit a smails 


f anding 
army, but thought our most powerful 


caeience 


would be the militia. He then alluded to the as- 
stance rendered by the militia at the battle of 
Waterloo, and in other actions on the continent; 


and read the following extract from an account of 


al’ , ¢ » Rr hy «a , ' 

the batile of Quatre Bras by an English historian: 

“The Guards ! ! f x | 

? sde Boss war : ; 
2018 ¢ ,x788u Ww i j ot iit t 
bouching from i i you e road 
} ' : . i : 
that it commanded, and intercept the Duke’s commu t 
tion with the Prussi I i 1 reduced 
could hardly h i ir ground any Tens novemer Was 
impracticable, a French Uraiideurs were issuing from the 
wood. But, on perceiving the advancing columns, they haited 
Phe first brigade of Guards, having loaded and fixed bayonets 
were ordered (o advatice i, wearied as they were wit! er. 


} 


teen hours’ march, they cheered, and pushed torward,’’* 


America was populated with large masses of 
men capable of great efforts in beha!f of their 
country, who could be calied upon to acti at a mo- 
ment’s warning—who had been trained f:om their 
infancy to the use of the musket and the rifle— 
and to whom, as the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. Gitmer] had said, war would be a pastime. 
Chateaubriand said that France was a soldier—lIg 
France est un soldat. So, he 
Jonathan is a soldier, or, rather, a soldier anda 
sailor too, With us, the militia is the national 
guard of the United States. We are always armed. 
Every map has his musket, and feels that he has to 
defend his couatry because it belongs to him. He 
does not go te war for the pence that he receives 
but for the sake of his home and his fireside. 

Toe gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Cosw- 
ING] had spoken of the weak front which we would 
present to Lord Asbhurton, if we reduced our 
army. He (M:. McK.) did not meacure the 
Streng'n of our forees by the square mile, or the 
proportion which they bear to ie rn sasdatinn a the 
country; but by the ind 


might say brother 


mutable spirit of the na- 
uon, Which had the power to bring 100,000 men in- 
to the field at almost a moment’s 
were told it was unsafe to red 


' Risse ; uce our army; 
that we shonld break down it and the navy by the 


Now, there was no 


c devoaticr 


warning. We 


i ping 
man who surpassed him in hi 
there was any one 


te both. It 
ihat was proud of our army and 
navy, it was himseli. He felt every induce ment, 
by education and descent, to start here as their 
ehampion. And aste the men wio filled up the 
Service, he was 


unwilling to hear anything said 
against them, 


They were honorable, faithiul, and 
valiant—more so than those of any other country. 
7 a . ihe y were here, he shonld say to them, 
7 hin not thatin reducing the army and navy, we 
ave lost our confidence in your p triotism, Integ- 
But we en 
treat you to look at the condition of our treasury: 
and, considering yourselves as a portion of the 
people, irom whom all supplies must come. do you 
not say we are righ?” From his knowledge of the 
spirit which characterized them, he believed the 
answer would be unanimous in approbation of out 
measures, 


He was aware that there were many men in 
the navy, who liad been waiting for promotion 
many yesis, and some ever since the late war 
Theits was a hard case. But the people’s w as still 
harder; for they bad to pay the taxes, and raise the 
means. He then commented upon the large in 
crease called for in this bill, over the appropri- 
ations of Mr. Van Buren’s administration This 
bill called for $5,000 000; whilst Mr, V 2D Biiven's 
adminisiration expe: t $5,000 000 He ; 
ot the denunciati 


Van 


rity, and devotion to your country. 


i bu 
d bu ‘ 
minded the committee 

the friends of Mr. 


ms whica 
Buren received on that 





* “The undismayed gallantry 
remarkable, as they were con}; 
and volunteers from the milit 
fon ’’—Mudford. 


f the Guards was the more 
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& who had never been in ac- 


i 




















CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


fioor, fur voung evyeu ths! small sum in compar).on 


with the present, 

There was astatement in relation {o tae home 
qzacron which he wished Judge Upshur and hi 
iriends toanswes, That squadron, for which he 
voled with pleasure as a protection to our com- 
merce, remained at New York and the vicinity 
during the greater pari of last fall and winter. 
The reason given for the delay in putting it afloat 
was the want of sailors. The pay on board of 
men-of-war was said to be too small. The jack-tar 
wanted more, and preferred the merchant 


service, 


He did not care for the fine clothes which be had 
to weer on board of a man-ot-war, and which sub- 


jeciea him to expense. 

Mr. BIDLACK was understcod to inquire what 
was the pay of sailors in the merchant service? 

Mr. McKEON said $16 per month. The pay 
in the navy was 12 per month. 

Mr. BIDLACKE said be understood the pay was 
generally the same in both services. 

Mr. McKEON. ‘Then, so much the worse. 
Sull less reason was there for the delay ip the de- 
parture of the squadron. As the exetse had been 
given that want of men was the cause, suppose 
their pay were increased. The effect would be to 
iake them from the merchant -ervice. Would it, 
he asked, be right for the United States to compete 
with the merehant service of the country? 

It was an extraordinary fact, that, whilst the 
United States could not get the home squadron 
afloat, the British Government equipped fifty four 
ships of war, without difficuliv, In March last, 
they equipped one ship of the line in sixteen or 
eighteen days. If it was known in England that 
we paid sailors well here, why did they not flock 
to this country! He repeated, he wished to know 
why that home squadron was detained so long be- 
{ore 1t Was sent to sea. 

He would not measure our army by the square 
mile, or the ratio of population. In answer to a 
suggestion of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
Prorrit,} who inquired whether that standard was 
adopted during the war, he said no. If that gen- 
tleman, who seemed more peculiarly to represent 
ihe President on that floor, would declare that there 
was a probability of war, he would at once surrender 
his objections to the bill, and would vote for an in- 
crease of the army, a tariff, and a direct tax. 

here was an issue which he presented to gentle- 
men—an issue upon which the question might be 
fairly argued, 

Mr. PROFFIT said, if he rightly understood the 
Constitution of the United States, the war-declaring 
power belonged to Congress; and if he understood 
the nreseut Congress, there was not much danger 
of war being declared. 

Mr. McKEON repeated, that, if the President 
would send a message intimating that our rights 
were not respected abroad, and that there was a 
probability of war, he would go to the ultimatum 
in enforcing the elaims of our country. But, at 
present, we were all in the dark on the subject of 
our foreign relations. Hew 
try know it—that no Representatives were ever so 
inculgent towards the Executive of the United 
States as the much-abnsed Congress had 
been towards the present President. No resolution 
of inquiry, in relation to any subject, had been 
idonted by the House, because it was designed to 
give the Executive a fair opporianity of conduct- 
ing the foreign reiations of our country. But he 
was corrected by Mr. Cusnine: The House had, in 
one instance, made an inquiry of the President, 
which he sent them word it was not proper for them 
to know any thing about. * Did we then abuse him? 
Most certainly not. 

If, therefore, 2ny wrongs had been perpetrated 
which it would be necessary for us to avenge, we 
were not informed of them. If gentlemen said 
thai the reports of the Secretary of War an 1 Gene- 
ral Seott were to be takensas a basis on whieh to 
act, he asked them why they ¢cid not follow the ad- 
vice of those documents themselves? If the advice 
of General Seott was taken, the army wonild be 
considerably increased, instead of being reduced; 
and no gentleman on that floor had yet advocated 
any such measure. The gentleman from Messa- 
chusetis had appealed to the Whig party in behalf 
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of the army. He (Mr. McK.) bad no right to 
make an appeal to that party himself; but when 
they returned to their consutuents and were asked 
whether the appropsia'ions had been diminished, 
aud whether the enormous expeadiures of the 
spendihrift administration of Mr. Van Buren had 
been checked. what answer world the gentleman 
from Massachusetts rcturn for them? He would 
have to tell the people (the constiuents of those 
Whig gentlemen who were sent here on the whirl- 
wind of reform to correct the abuses of the Govern. 
ment) that the expenditures have been increased 
in the army, the navy, and in the civil and diplo- 
matic departments of the Government. The Gov- 
ernment which only thirteen millions was to have 
supported, the Secretary of the Treasury now said 
required thirty-three millions. He might say io 
the gentlemen that they cvenld not stand before 
their constituents, who sent them here as the friends 
of economy, and justify themselves for voting for 
these large appropriations. ‘They could not stand 
up upon ihe stump as they were wont, with these 
appropriations staring them in the face—no, 
not even with all the force and elequence of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts in their behalf. 
Whether they appropriated $13,000,000, which the 
Whigs formerly said was enough, or $33,000,000, 
which the Seeretary now called for, he (Mr. McK.) 
might stand aside folding his arms and say—Rush 
on; increase the tariff until burning resentment and 
jealousies are created between different sections of 
the Union. In this posture of affairs, he and his 
party might exclaim, “‘you cannot say we did it.” 
The majority of that House—the majority of 30 
or 40—wouid be responsible to the country for 
whatever action was had upon this bill. Gentle- 
men might ask why we were advocating such an 
instantaneous reduction. He would say that, du- 
ring the past Administration, a gradual system of 
reduciion in the expenses of the Government had 
ween commenced and carried on. Now, however, 
this Administration preposed prr saltum to increase 
the expenditures from $22,000,000 to $33,000,000. 
But, he was reminded that, during a portion of Mr. 
Van Buren’s! Administration, the expenditures 
amounted to $36,000,000. This was during the 
Florida war, which is now over, and at the time 
when the Government was erecting the large build- 
ings, for the completion of which we were how 
contending. Though all these sources of expendi- 
ture are now extinguished, we are called on for an 
increased expenditure. He avowed plainly that 
he was opposed to any increase, because it would 
superinduce the necessity of raising the tariff. 
Whatever revenue was raised, would have tocome 
out of the imports into our country; and he prefer- 
red to see a flourishing commerce to an extended 
navy. He was unwilling to see articles which the 
people used, which the poor are compeiled to use, 
which the agricultural and laboring portion of the 
community must purchase, raised in price, in order 
to meet magnificent appropriations for the army 
and navy. 

After this general view, he came to the main 
question, Why reduce the army? Assuming that 
we should have no difficulty with any foreign pow- 
er, he agreed with the gentleman from Massi.cbu- 
setts, {Mr. Cusnina,] that there was need of a small 
sianding army, as a nucleus around which a larger 
foree might ‘be formed, Bat he thought six or 
eight thousand men were sufBcient for this purpose. 
He was for keeping up the scientific portion of the 
army—the engineer corps, and that portion which 
kept our public works in order; and for reducing 
the consuming portion. The army was increased 
to its present siz? in consequence of the Florida 
and Black Hawk wars. Our predecessors looked 
epcn 6 000 as the peace establishment. According 
to the statement of tse Commanding General, four 
or five thousand men wou!ld be thrown out of ser- 
vice by the termination of the Florida war. He 
thoucht the remaining force was sufficient to garri- 
forts in time of peace. Ele was in faver 
of redvcing the infantry in preference to the Cav- 
alry, although the latter was more expensive; be- 
cause it would be a better defeace on our Western 
frontier. 

He called the atiention of the committee to the 
forces of England now in Canada. They were 
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increased, not, 8s was supposed, in consequence of | 


apprehended difficulties with the United States; but 
the increase in that province was ordered in 1837, 
in consequence of the attempt made to resist the 
authority of the Government. It was somewhat 
remarkable thai the very suggestions which had 
been made by the gentlemen from ‘Tennessee [Mr. 
W. B. Camesetct] and North Carolina, [Mr. Mc- 
Kay,] were proposed by Sir H. Hardinge, in March 
last, to the British Parliament. He proposed to 
reduce fifty battalions, now serving in Canada or 
the East Indies, six men in each company; thus 
saving £61 000. Fiom his speech in 1842, it ap- 
peared that there were— 

Troops, (exciusive of those employed in 

India) . 


: . . 95,628 
Troops paid by East India Company 


26 940 


Total for 1842. 4 ; . 122,568 
Increase over 1841 ‘ + aay 
Sum required , : . €3,581,575 


In 1837, (before the Canada revoluticn,) nine 
battalions, making 4,500. Now, twenty-five regi- 
ments. 

If gentlemen wished to legislate according to the 
British forces, he would give them an idea of their 
extent, and let them have the terrific picture of 
their navy before theireyes. ‘They had 271 ves- 
sels in commission in various parts of the world, 
He asserted that we would treat with England up- 
on terms Qt equality, even if we had not a vessel 
afloat of 3 man armed. No consideration of the 
ineqrality of our forces would be allowed to influ- 
ence our action. Heshrunk from the idea that 
me were to legislate in relation to our army or 
wavy according to the size of the British. The 
proportion of our army to our population was 12 
men to every 17.000 inhabitants. He reada state- 
ment of the ratios in different foreign countries: 
Standing armies of the principal European States 

in 1832, relatively to their respective popula- 

lions, 


Denmark ° - linevery 50 inhabitants. 
Sweden ; > a3 
Wartemberg . 59 
Peland ;- 3 6!) 
Prussia ; = oe 68 
Bavaria ; ae 69 
Russia : ~ & 70 
Austria : oo 109 
France ; al 110 
England ° =o 140 
Two Sicilies . a | 200 
Tuscany ° - t 400 
Siates of the Church . 1 500 


Some conversation here occurred between Mr. 
PROFFiT and Mr. McKEON, in relation to the 
Rhode Island case, Dorr’s sword, &c But it was 
not heard with sufficient distinctness to be re- 
ported. 

The gentleman had said it was necessary to gar- 
rison our forts. What was ihe calculation of the 
force required? He read, in answer to this ques- 
lion, a statement annexed to Colonel Totten’s re- 
port in March 26, 1842, (Doc. 163,) showing the 
number of fortifications in the United States, and the 
number of men required to garrison them in ume 
of peace, under the resolution of the House of 
August 9, 1841: 

Novthern frontier ; ; : 450 
Atlantic frontier.—-Old works repaired, and 

those proposed to be repaired . ° 1,575 
Works under construction : . 805 
Gulf frontier.—Old works repaired, and those 

proposed to be repaired ° ° 310 
Works under construction ‘ : 140 


The whole force little upwards of ‘ 3,000 

There were but 1,000 men on the Western tron- 
tier from Fort Leavenworth to New Orleans. He 
had no doubt that more men could be employed, 
according to the plan of General Scott; but we had 
not the means. 

He then alluded to the surplus revenue which 
was squandered upon the States. Then would 
have been the proper time to have improved our 
fortifications. He then entreated the House to 
apply it to fortifications; but in vain. He stood 
in a miserable minority of 41, In’ the Senate, 
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too, there were but five votes against that measure 
of distribution. He was proud of the vote he had 
piven. Now, the very men who voted to distribute 
this money io the States were clamorous for jarge 
He allv4ed to 
Mr. Cusninc from Lear. and 


appropriations towards the navy. 
the qvoiation of 


asked why he had no 
the statesmen 5 
the immortal] 


t quoted the wise sayings of 
rose characters were pictured in 
langvage of Snakspeare, instead 
wealt monarch? He asked if that 
Oo: royaity was to be considered as 
emblematical of ihe weakness of the present Ad- 
ministration Alier some other remarks, Mr. 

rat he felt ito be his 
ppropriations which would 
cripple the means of the country, in order to raise 
the army and navy. 

Mr. FESSENDEN observed that every gent'e- 
man who addressed the committee in favor of a 
reduction of the army, took care to guard himself 
by saying that he wasa good friend both to th 
army and thenavy. Now, he did not pretend to 
be a friend to either, except so far as they were 
necessary for the service of the country. He look- 
ed upon them as matters of necessity, aud he would 
vote appropriation: for them so far as it was neces- 
sary to carry out the objects for which they were 
created, and no farther. Nothing, therefore, that 
he should say on this occasion would be predicated 
on any peculiar attachment to these institutions, 

The particular proposition then before the com- 
mittee was for a reduction of the army; and he 
should confine himself to that question alone, with- 
out wandering into the discussion of other topics 
that had been brought up in the course of the debate. 
He agreed with the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
GitmER] that there were some abuses in the army 
that ought to be correcied, and the correction of 
which would be to the advantage of the country, as 
well as of the army itself. But, because there 
were abuses, did it follow that the army should be 
reduced below the natural and necessary s'andard, 
in order to get rid of them? Had they not some 
other mode of correcting these abuses than that of 
reduction? Had they not the power of originating 
bills fixing the disbursements for the army on a 
definite {fcoting, and leaving nothing to the dis- 
cretion of the departments? Among the abuses that 
needed correction, was the difficulty of ascertaining 
what the pay of the officers was; and, by passing a 
law deelaring distinetly what the pay and emolu- 
ments of each grade should be, a great reform 
would be accomplished. 
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The question of the reduction of the army was 
one of sufhicient importance of itself to occupy the 
time of the committee with; and he should nof, 
therefore, go into any other subject. In reference 
to this question, he had been endeavoring to get 
at some facts to guide his vote, and to enable him 
to give satisfactory reasons to himself, and to those 
to whom he was accountable, tor the course he 
should pursue; but he had yet learned nothing that 
could satisfactorily justify the lopping off one-third 
of the army, a was proposed to do. Leaving 
out of the question what was done in European 
countries, in regard to their armies, he considered 
the subject in reference to this country alone. No 
comparison could safely be mace between this 
country and the Governments of the Old World in 
reference to the amount of military and naval 
forces required by them. Their large military and 
naval establishments were partly the consequence 
of abuses in their systems of government, fand 
partly owing to their geographical positions. With 
us, the case was different. Our very distance from 
the nations with which we might come in conflict, 
was of itself equivalent to a Jarge army ; and we 
needed no hired soldiery to protect us against our 
Own Cilizens. 

Then, what were the circumstances that ought to 
be consulied in settling a matter of this kind? In 
the first place, we should consider what number of 
men was necessary to keep up 4 military spirit in 
the country, ard io preserve a standard of disci- 
pline; second, what number was sufficient to gar- 
rison the military posts of the United States; what 
number was necessary to protect our borders 
against Indian incursions; and what number was 
necessary to carry into effect our Indian treaties, 








and to preserve 


peace among the Indian tribes, 
which 


were bound to do. Mr. F. then pro- 
Ceeied to argue, at great lengih, that our present 
army was Nol more than sufficient for ajl these pur- 
poses; and that it would not bear any reduction of 
its humbers, withou! essentially jeoparding the pub- 
lic service. For the mere purpose of garrisoning 
the forts, and the preservation of the public prop- 
erty, be had no doubt that an army of six thousand 
men was a> good as twelve thousand; but that was 
There 
was another object, aud that was—to keep upa 
military spirit in the country, and to preserve a 
proper degree of discipline. These two objects, 
however, could not be accomplished together; for 
if they put barely men enough 'n the forts to gar- 
rison thera, and preserve the public property, there 
would in no place be enovgh of them collected 
together to acquire a knowledge of iheir profession. 
He was, theretore, for having men enough to com- 
bine the two objects together. Mr. F. went on io 
show that the condition of the country was widely 
different from what it was in 1821, when the army 
was reduced. In 1821, we had no military posts: 
now, they amounted to thirty-odd, on the Atlantic, 
on the Gulf, on the Indian and Northern frontiers, 
and on the lakes. Now, how many men would be 
necessary to garrison all these posts, and keep up 
the discipline of the army, as well as a military 
spirit in the country, as well as to preserve the 
public property? He was not prepared to say how 
many would be necessary, but certainly thought 
that the present army was not more than sufficient 
for these objec's. 

Mr. GOGGIN said that the report from the 
War Department siated that 3,000 men were all 
that were necessary to garrison the military posts— 

Mr. FESSENDEN said the Secretary only refer- 
red to the number vf men necessary to garrison the 
posts and preserve the pubiic property; but he was 
speaking also of the number necessary for the 
other object, of keeping alive a military spirit and 
the preservation of discipline. 

[Some conversation ensued between Messrs. 
GOGGIN and FESSENDEN; after which, Mr. F. 
spoke of the number of troops required on our 
Western borders to prevent ine» rsions of the In- 
dians, and to preserve peace among the Indian 
tribes } 

He wou!'ld not say how many would be neces- 
sarv, but there must be enough to awe the sav- 
ages, repel promptly any aggressions, and to 
make them know that they cannot make incur- 
sions into our settlements with impunity. Mr. 
F. next referred to the opinions of the Secretary of 
War, and of the Commanding General, in favor of 
an increase of our military force; and, in conclu- 
sion, earnestly opposed any reduction of the corps 
of topographical engineers, commenting on the im- 
portance of their duties, and the value of their ser- 
vices, both in time of war and in time of peace. 

Mr. WARREN of Georgia said that he should 
vote for the greatest reduction that had been pro- 
posed, and at the earliest possible time. He had 
not been able to see any utility in the army, except 
for garrisoning ourmilitary posts, and the protection 
of the public property in them ; and, for that pur- 
pose, an army reduced to the lowest limit that had 
been proposed would be sufficient. He was not 
willing to be governed by the opinions of the Sec- 
retary of War and of the Commanding General; for 
if the army was graduated by their scale, as well as 
for the purpose of keeping up a military spirit, the 
whole country would soon be one military camp. 
After a few remarks, in jastification of his vote on 
the navy bill, Mr. W. said that he came from a 
tax-paying, nota tax-consuming, people; and he 
must weigh well every object of public expenditure 
before he could vote for it. His people were not 
beseeching him to impose taxes in order that they 
might profit by them. If he represented such 
a constituency as that of the gentleman from 
Maine, who expected money to be expended 
among them for building foris, and to whom 


we 


not the only object of keeping up an army. 


taxation would prove a blessing, he might also be 
in favor of preserving the army, for the sake of 
keeping alive a military spirit in the country. He 
was not to be influenced by the cry that he had so 
often heard repeated, of danger of collision with 
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Great Britain. He did not believe it was n-ce-sa- 
ry to keep up a large military establishment in or- 
der to preserve the respect of foreign nations. It 
wasallahumbug. He would be as wiiling to en- 
ter into negotiaulons with Great Britain, or any 
other power, if we bad not a single major general, 
or even a single soldier, as if we had the largest 
army in the world. We had other means of com- 
manding the respect of the world besides an army, 
and that was in the resources of the country and 
the strength arising cut of our free institutions. 
He had rather look to the inteli'geni yeomaury ot 
the coun ry than to a standing army for protection 
against foreign eeression. Indes! bi: dia not De} 
lieve that a navy was necessary for the protection 
of our commercial intercourse With otner nations. 

After some further remarks in favor of the 
amendment, Mr. W. devoted the remainder of the 
time he occupied the floor toa discussion of the 
resolutions offered by his colleague [Mr. Brack] 
and himself in relation to the United States troops 
in Georgia,and the correspondence between the Gov- 
ernor of that Siate and the Secretary of War on 
that subject. [During this portion of his remarks, 
several explanations tuok place between him and 
Mr. BLACK.] 

Mr. WARD then obtained the floor. 

Mr. BLACK requested the gentieman from New 
vork to give him the opportunity to reply to the 
remarks of the gentleman from Georgia {Mr. 
Warren ] ; 

Mr. WARD said he would yield the floor with 
the understanding that he did not loose his right 
to al. 


The CHAIRMAN intimated that he could not 


secure the gentleman from New York the floor? if 


he yielded it. 

Mr. BLACK, however, was allowed, by gen- 
eral consent, to proceed; and he replied at some 
length to the remarks of his colleague, [Mr. 
W anren.} 

Mr. WARREN, at the close of Mr. Buack’s 
remarks, obtained permission to explain; and some 
discussion ensued between him and Mr. BLACK. 

Mr. WARD ihen entered into the disenssion on 
the subject before the House; but at the late hour 
at which the House adjourned, only a brief refer- 
ence to some of his positions can be given. What 
he inguired, was the object of this Government? 


4 
Why did they come there together in a perieci 


union? What was their end and aim Was 
it not the common defence of the whole 
Union? And what did they hear on every 


side, in reference to the common defence of the 
Union for which they came there, and this Govern- 
ment was formed, and to which everything else was 
incident? They heard anything rather than that 
which brought them together. They had, to be 
Sure, power to reguiate the Post Office establish- 
ment, to regulate commerce, and to coin money: 
all this was expressed in the Constitution, and the 
parity with which he acted was willing to go for 
every thing tha! was specified there, and for noth- 
ing eise; and hence they 


were opposed to a 
Bank of the Waited 


States, for they found 
noihing in the Constitution authorizing this 
Government to pass a law for the esiablish- 
ment of a Bank of the United Siates; hence, 
a'so, they were opposed to internal improvemen's. 
Bat when they came to the very object for which 
this Government was instituted—the common de- 
fence cf the Union—he was asionished to find that 
even the Representatives of the great commercial 
cities were raising their voices against that com- 
mon defence. He (Mr. Warp) had tue honor to 
represent a district adjoining a great commercial 
city (New York) which was bounded on the one 
side by the Hudson river, and on the other by the 
East river and the Sound, and consequently they 
were asvailable; and, therefore, he felt himse!f pos- 
Sessing @ Common interest with that 
near which he was situated. But what was 
object? Were they coming there to increase the 
standing army? : 
that object. 
was aware that a prejudice existed against 


great city, 
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a dangerous institution; and they liked not that an 
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individual, on entering into the service of the coun- 
try, should divest himself of his citizenship. He» 
(Mr. W.) was not in faver cf a large standing 
army in this, the only legitimate free Government! 
on earth; but they should keep up a sufficient mill- 
tary loree for the protec'ion of the country. They 
haianextensive frontier, on which were 60,000 
warriors; and, for the protection of the Western in- 
habitants of this Union against tho-e savages, one 
cenlleman had conceded that the two regiments ot 
dragoons ' Wonld they, then, dis- 
band the infantry? In every puint of view, he 
deemed it unwise and indiscreet, especially in the 
peculiar s'ate of our foreign relations. Ther 

were, however, manifest signs in that Heuse that 
the army must go, and not alone, by fragmenis. 
"There were gentlemen opposed to the army, and 
others who were opposed to the navy, and some 
who were averse to a _tariff--and every gentleman 
opposed to a tariff would vo'e against the army. 
What, then, wasto bedone? Was the army to be 
destroyed for the purpose of saving a few millions 
of dollars? If the army were destroyed for that 
purpose, the navy must jollow; by which it had 
been said some $15,000,000 ;would be saved. In 
the same spirit, the dipiomatic corps must be dis- 
banded. Already the inquiry had been made, 
“What necessity was there for any foreign minis- 
ters?” But, by-and-by the people would force those 
reductions further, and say “Gentlemen, you have 
eight dollars a day—down with your pay.” 
The people would speak, too, of their forty 
cents a mile for tiaveliiug. One geptieman on 
that floor had complained of the smallsum of ten 
cents a mile being paid to an officer for his re- 
moval from some Western station as exorbitant 
and extravagant, while that same member received 
forty cents per mile for coming to this place. The 
people would look to this. 

The honorable gentleman pursued this subject 
iong and ably. He explained the eircumstances 
under which certain ofticers had beea bdreveted. 
He traced the rise and progress, and dwelt lucidly 
on the efficiency and present state of the m'litia, on 
which gentlemen had said the country must rely 
piotection and defence, He recapitu- 
lated the efforts made by a jate Government 
for its reorganization, and the undeserved odiam 
which had been reflected on Mr. Van Buren 
on that subject; and he enforced the necessity 
of keeping up a well-disciplined army of the exist- 
ing number as a nuclevs for the formation of an 
efficient army in time of war. The policy of this 
eountry was peace; and he wished the day would 
arrive when, ii al! the nations of the earth, there 
would be war no more. Buta Knowledge of them- 
selves—and the proper study of mankind is man— 
would satisfy them that there was much in human 
nature to dispel the illusion that a state of undis- 
turbed harmony had arrived whose perpetuity was 
secure, 

Mr. HALSTED next obtained the floor, but 
he gave way for a motion that the committee rise; 
which was carried in the affirmative. 

Mr. FILLMORE then submitted a resolution, to 
form part of the 123d rule, to the effect that it 
should be ia order, in Committee of the Whole, for 
any member to move that the pending question 
should be then taken; and, if such motion were 
catried, the question should be taken without 
further debate, 

Mr. PROFFIT and others objected to the re- 
cepliun of the resolution. 

Mir. FILLMORE gave notice that he should 
renew the motion at the first convenient oppor- 
trnity. 

The House then adjourned. 
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IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, June 1, 1842. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a memorial of citizeas 
of the vicinity of Toledo, Orio, asking the remo- 
val of the port of entry from the city of Maumce 
tothe eity of Toledo; which was referre{! to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. ALLEN presented additional papers in 
support of the claim of David Robb, for indem- 
nity for services rendered and expenses incurred 


| by him in effecting a ratification of treaties with 























the Shawnee Indians; which, with the documents 
pow on the files of the Senate relating to that 
claim, were reierred to tue Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. GRAHAM presented a petition from Mary 
S. Massic, executrix, and Robert H. Miller, exeeu- 
tor, cf John W. Massie, deceased, praying pay- 
ment of claim for hardware furnished the United 
States: relerred to the Comimiiice on Claims. 

The PRESIDENT pro ten. presented a memo- 
rial from Amos Kendall, of the city of Washing- 
ton, praying relief from the effeet of a judgment 
of $11,000, obtained against hin by Steckton and 
Stokes, in consequence of official acts done by him 
as Postmaster General, ln refusing to pay over to 
them $122,000 extra allowances, which he did not 
believe they were entitled to: referred to the Com- 
mitiee on the Judiciary. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication trom the Treasury Depart- 
ment, covering a statement of the number of clerks 
in the several ofiices of the Treasury Department, 
during the year 1841, and the compensation of 
each; made in compliance with the act of Con- 
gress fixing the compensation of the different of- 
ficers of the Executive Departments: ordered to 
lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the proceedings of a pub- 
lic meeting, held in Morgan county, illinois, on the 
subject of the tariff, of expenditures of public 
money, congressional economy, and short sessions; 
which were referred to the Commutiee on Retrench- 
ment. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to whieh had been referred the petition 
of Barclay & Livingston, praying the allowance 
of a register for a foreign vessel purchased by 
them, reported a bill to authorize the issue of a 
register for the brig Gulnare; which was read 
twice, and, having been cunsidered as in commit- 
tee of the whole, was reported again to the Sen- 
ate, and ordered to be engrossed tor a third read- 
ing. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, made an adverse report on the peti- 
tion of Henry McKavett, for himself and other 
officers of the United Siates army, praying to be 
indemnified for losses sustained by a burricane 
while in camp in Florida; which was ordered to 
lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported back to the House, without 
amendment, House bills for the relief of John Ran- 
dall and Charles York; for the relief of James 
Morrow ard Jonathan Tipton ; and for the reliet 
of Henry D. Defrees and Stephen Jenney. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Commitiee on the Ju- 
diciary, '0 which had been referred House bill for 
the relief of David Allspach, reported the same 
back, with a recommendation that it be indefinitely 
postponed. 

Mr. BAGBY, on leave, introduced a bill to ex- 
plain and amend “An act to provide for paying for 
horses and other property lost and destroyed in the 
military service of the United States,” approved Jan- 
uary 18, 1837; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. HENDERSON, cn leave, introduced a 
joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to settle the indebtedness of Gordon D. 
Boyd; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BAYARD asked that the Senate would 
take up for consideration the reso!ation for the ap- 

intment of a corps of reporters. 

Mr. BUCHANAN was ?fraid that, if the resolu- 
tion was taken up, it might lead to debate, and in- 
terfere with the apportionment bill. 

Mr. BAYAR aid i: would not take much 
time, atany rate. And the resolution was taken 
up and read, at follow 


i 


Resolved, Th he Secretary of the Senate be, and he is 
hereby, directed to employ a corps of reporters, not exceeding 
five in number, for the residue 


the present fession, and at 
yn of Congress, to 
report the proceedings and substance of the debates of the Sen- 
ate, Who shall be swora or affirmed faithfully to discharge the 
dunes of their ottice, and shal! be aliowed a compensation, to be 
paid out of the Tuid for the contingent expenses, not exceeding 
sixty dollars per week for the princip«! reporter, and fifty dol- 
lars per week for each of the others. The business of report- 


the commencement of each sucece atu g Sess! 

















